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ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŎƘŀƛƴ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŎƘŀƛƴ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘΣ 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜ            
ŀǘ нту-нлфт ƻǊ  
Wŀƴ 5ŀǾƛǎǎƻƴ ŀǘ нрм-пуфпΦ 
¢ƻ ōŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŝ-Ƴŀƛƭ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ 
ŎƘŀƛƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ƭƛǎǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜ ƻǊ WŀƴΦ 

Prayer Concerns  
Blaine Goff; Jann Williams; 

Bishop Julius Trimble;  District  

Superintendent, David Weesner; 

District Field Minister, Karen 

Nelson; Dr. Emmanuel Mefor, 

missionary. 

Prayers for the following  

military personnel:  Jason 

Homard; Tyler Nearmyer;  

Zach McClain; and our national 

and world leaders, our military 

and their families. 
 

 

Sympathy 
Our Sympathy to Pam & Ric 

Johnson and family on the  

passing of Pamôs mom,  

Geraldine Grace Cross.   
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Births  

Congratulations to Chris & Jenn 

Higdon on the birth of their son,  

Andrew Lee Higdon.  Andrew was 

born on March 11th and weighed 8 lbs 

and 11 oz and was 21 inches long.  

He joins big brother, Ben, at home. 

 

Congratulations to Adam & Cari 

Gregg on the birth of their daughter, 

Lauren Kay Gregg.  Lauren was 

born on March 21 and weighed 7lbs, 

13 oz. and was 20 inches long.  She 

joins big brother, Jackson, at home. 

 

Congratulations to Travis &  

Christine OôBrien on the birth of 

their daughter, Jocelyn Hope  

O'Brien .  Jocelyn was born on 

March 19 and weighed 7 lbs, 6oz. 

and was 19.6 inches long.  She joins 

big sister, Natalie, and big brother, 

Hayden, at home. 

Thank You 
 

Thank you to everyone at New Hope 

for their cards, expressions of  

sympathy, thoughts and prayers for 

the loss of my father. Your kindness 

is so much appreciated by my family 

and me.                                Ron Zoss 

 

     Bob and I would like to thank our 

wonderful New Hope family for all 

the care and expressions of love that 

were extended to us during my recent 

hospital stay.  Thank you to the  

pastors for their many visits, the  

lovely quilt and food from the care 

team, all the telephone calls and 

cards, and all the prayers that were 

offered.   

God was definitely in charge of this 

experience. We are so blessed to be a 

part of New Hope.    

                      Carol and Bob Harter   

The Family Disco Night was a far-out event! 
Everyone got their groove on at the March 8th Family Disco Night!  Thank you to the following that helped with this 

event:  Nancy Monthei, Penny Dolberg, Tamara Evans, Wendy Musgrave, Jodi Christensen, Mike & Kris Wakeman, 

Marte Carlson, Janet Carrigan, and Chad Strauss. 

          Music for dancing and the delicious dessert was provided by the committee.  The comedy & magic of Jonathan 

May was the entertainment.  Thank you to everyone that attended!!  Start thinking ñ80sò for next yearôs event!  (More 

pictures of this event can be found on New Hope UMCôs facebook page.) 



ǇŀƎŜ о  !ǇǊƛƭ нлмо 

Ryan & Connie Armstrong, 7250 NW 90th Ave., Johnston, 50131.   515-423-6034 (Connie).  rkarms@hotmail.com 

(Ryan); cracraft4@gmail.com (Connie).   Children are:  Reece Cracraft (17 yrs.), Trenton Cracraft (8 yrs.), and Calid 

Armstrong (8 yrs.).   

 

John & Carolyn Burrough, 7016 Ridgedale Court., Johnston, 50131.   515-334-7104.  cjrburro@mediacombb.net.   

 

Karen Campbell, 1504 56th Street, Des Moines, 50311.  karinac_3@yahoo.com  

 

Diane Densmore, 7167 Espanade St., Johnston, 50131.  515-270-1974.  ddindsm1@mchsi.com  

 

Adam & Cari Gregg, 5433 NW 91st St., Johnston, 50131.  515-276-0090.  adamgregg16@hotmail.com (Adam);  

Cari.gregg@hotmail.com (Cari).  Jackson (2 yrs.) and Lauren (born March 21, 2013) are their children.   

 

Robin & Jolene Harlow, 7416 Longboat Dr., Johnston, 50131.  515-334-7202.  rdharlow@earthlink.net.  Their sons are 

Eric (27 yrs.), Billy (23 yrs.), and Ryan (18 yrs.).  

 

Nate & Sarah Jacques, 5164 NW 59th Ave., Johnston, 50131.  612-590-7502 (Nate); 712-574-0291 (Sarah);  

jacquesnk@kjww.com (Nate); jacquess@urbandale.k12.ia.us (Sarah).   
 

Jason Miller and Kristi Mundy, 2738 Lynner Dr., Des Moines, 50310.  515-619-0480 (Jason); 515-418-1202 (Kristi);  

Jason.miller03@gmail.com (Jason); Kristi.mundy@gmail.com (Kristi).  Kristiôs daughter, Nora, is 4 yrs. old. 
  

Nathan & Beth Roff, 3123 SW Sharmin Lane, Ankeny, 50023.  515-991-2747 (Nathan); 515-954-8884 (Beth).  

natedogg154@hotmail.com (Nathan); howlandpics@gmail.com (Beth).   Their children are:  Charlotte (8 yrs.), Lorelai 

(4 yrs.), and William (9 months). 
 

Andy Sutton, 3204 SE 23rd St., Ankeny, 50021.  smileysutton13@gmail.com.  Her husband is Spencer (member of 

New Hope), and their children are Allyson (6 yrs.) and Zane (3 yrs.) 
 

John Walker, 4109 82nd St., Urbandale, 50322.  515-331-1376.  jswalk529@aol.com.  His wife is Olive Walker.  

Wʮlc˛ɵʍ Nˏʤ Mˏʸɧˏrʟ! 
On April 6th & 7th, we will welcome the following into the New Hope membership: 

Please join in welcoming everyone to New Hope UMC! 

Celebrate Confirmation 
Sunday, April 14, 10:45 a.m. 

The Confirmation class will be confirmed 

at the 10:45 worship service, with a spe-

cial reception to follow.  We hope youôll 

join us for this wonderful worship oppor-

tunity, where the students not only share 

what they have learned with the congre-

gation, but also design and lead the entire 

service!  Come and congratulate them on 

this important stepping-stone in their faith  

journey! 

The Confirmation Class of 2013: 
Tavian Carnahan, Hanna Ferguson, Alexis Harlan, Chandler Heiser, Brianna Johnson,  

Madeline Johnston, John Lichter, Allyson Mohrman, Brock Moore, Zach Price, Mollie Rooney,  

Hannah Short, Carsten Thompson. 

Confirmation students and mentors toured St. Paulôs Episcopal  

Cathedral. It was one of the churches that were visited during their Tour 

of Faith on March 7th. 



ǇŀƎŜ п  !ǇǊƛƭ нлмо 

Twelve United Methodist churches 

(including New Hope) are joining 

together for the: 

Des Moines Metro Area Pancake 

Breakfast fundraiser for Imagine 

No Malaria: 

Saturday, April 27 

8:00 am - 12:00 pm  

Des Moines Area  

Community College,  

FFA Building, Ankeny IA 
Tickets are $6.00 for Adults and 

$4.00 for children 10 & under.   

You can pick them up at church 

or see Sharon Smith.   

The tickets we sell will count  

toward our pledge of $1,200 to end 

Malaria deaths by 2015.  

Needler's Spring Sew-In 
Bring your needleé and join the 

Needlers in Fellowship Hall on Friday, 

April 26 th, 9:00 am ï 3:00 pm.   

Experienced or newbie ï All are  

welcome to help make quilts for the 

Care Team.   

Pot luck lunch at noon.  

Questions?  Contact Kim Buske  

at 515-491-5402 . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And the LORD God took the man, 

and put him into the garden of 

Eden to dress it and to keep it. 
            ~ Genesis 2:15 

  

We may not be in Eden, but we have 

a beautiful campus, and it requires 

our stewardship.  The annual 

New Hope Campus  

Clean-Up is scheduled for 

Saturday, April 20th.   
Volunteers are needed to help  

maintain and beautify the campus 

grounds.  There will be work for all 

skill levels: picking up twigs and 

debris, raking leaves, weeding, 

mulching and trimming where  

needed, and other general landscap-

ing.  Please bring work gloves, leaf 

rakes, pruning shearsé  

a pitch fork if you have one.   

   We will work from 9am to 

completion.  Lunch will be 

provided.  Sign-up sheets are in 

the Fellowship Hall.  Please join us! 

  

Spencer Sutton, Board of Trustees 

Graduating Seniors 
Sunday, May 12, is Graduate Recognition Sunday, and we would like to invite all graduates: high school, 

college, and higher degrees, to send us information to be included in the bulletins to celebrate your  

accomplishments with you. 

Please complete the below information and drop this form off at the church office or mail it to New Hope UMC, 4525 Beaver 

Ave., Des Moines, IA  50310.  Please fill out and send in NO LATER than Sunday, April 28. 

 

High School Graduates: 

NAME: _____________________________________   SCHOOL: ______________________________________________ 
 
 

PLANS AFTER HIGH SCHOOL: 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

College/Graduate School Graduates: 

NAME: _____________________________________   SCHOOL: ______________________________________________ 
 

DEGREE(S):_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

FUTURE PLANS: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please note that on Sunday, May 12, we will be honoring our graduates, as well as asking them to stand and be recognized.  

Please tick one of the following boxes to let us know which service we can hope to expect you at: 
 

8:30 worship [  ] 9:30 worship [  ] 10:45 worship [  ]        Sorry, I wonôt be present that Sunday [  ]  

 

http://www.inmiowa.org/events/des-moines-metro-area-pancake-breakfast/
http://www.inmiowa.org/events/des-moines-metro-area-pancake-breakfast/
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In April, we will conclude the year long Bible study using The Story.  If you do not have a copy of The Story, you can 

follow along with your Bible.    

April 6 -7:  New Beginnings.  Acts 1-10; 12 

April 13 -14:   Paulôs Mission.  Acts 13-14, 16-20;  Romans 1, 3-6, 8, 12, 15; 1 Corinthians 1, 3, 5-6, 10, 12-13, 15, 16 

Galatians 1, 3, 5-6; 1 Thessalonians 1-5 

April 20 -21:  Paulôs Final Days.  Acts 20-23, 27-28; Ephesians 1-6; 2 Timothy 1-4 

April 27 -28:   A New Beginning.  Revelation 1-5; 19-22 

 

Small Groups will follow the church-wide curriculum, The Story.  Please join any of the  following groups: 

 

§ Sundays, 9:30 or 10:45 am in the Ruby Chapel 
 

§ Mondays, 10:30 am in the Ruby Chapel.  Led by Jodi Christensen  
 

§ Mondays, 7:00 pm,  at Mark & Leah Schererôs home.  Contact Mark & Leah, 270-2385. 
 

§ Thursdays, 7:00 pm at Jane Wagnerôs home, led by Eldon Cross.  Contact Jane at 278-0055. 
 

§ 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the month at 4pm, hosted by Jared & Lindsey Robertson. 

 Childcare is provided.  Contact Sherri & Nick Bogue, boguesa@gmail.com with questions. 

BOOK CLUB (a.k.a. Chick Lit. Book Club)  
Thursday, April 25th at 6:30 in the Ruby Chapel 

 

The Chick Lit Book Club is collecting books for the Storybook Project, which 

supports literacy and the parent/child bond of incarcerated men and women 

at the Mitchelville and Newton Correctional Facilities.   

Please consider donating a childrenôs book to support this awesome local 

program.  Donations may be left on the Mission table. 

 

 

 APRIL THEME AND BOOK:  
GRATITUDE : Choosing Gratitude: Learning to Love the Life You Have, by James Autry 
 

  ñIn his latest book, Choosing Gratitude: Learning to Love the Life You Have, renowned author James A. Autry  

reminds us that gratitude is a choice, a spiritualðnot socialðprocess. Made evident as behavior, gratitude is not the  

behavior itself. We may automatically respond, ñThank youò or ñAppreciate itò in the daily course of our lives. These 

are polite, conditioned responses, but they are not gratitude. Instead, gratitude is a way of life, a belief system, that 

means cultivating a spirit of thankfulness even through the negatives of life. It is remembering there will always be more 

reasons for gratitude than for despair. 

   In a society consumed by fears of not having ñenoughòðmoney, possessions, security, and so onðAutry suggests that 

if we cultivate gratitude as a way of being, we may not change the world and its ills, but we can change our response to 

the world. If we fill our lives with moments of gratitude, we will indeed love the life we have.ò 

 

PRAYER (May 23): Help, Thanks, Wow: The Three Essential Prayers, by Anne Lamott 

HOPE (June 27):  Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for Women Worldwide, by Nicholas Kristof and 

Sheryl WuDunn  

FAITH (July 25):  The Faith Club: A Muslim, A Christian, A Jew ï Three Women Search for Understanding, by Ranya 

Idliby, Suzanne Oliver, and Priscilla Warner 

 

   Questions?  Contact Jean Vesely at 274-5082 .  Need a ride?  Call Jean at 274-5082 and leave a message.  We can 

make arrangements, so please join us! 
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  
Tuesday, April 2   (First Tuesday of each 

month), 6:30pm, 3rd-4th grade classroom 

Please consider joining us.   

Knowledge of knitting/crocheting not  

required!  
About the Shawlsé  ñIn 1998, Janet Bristow and Victoria Galo, two graduates of the 1997 

Womenôs Leadership Institute at The Hartford Seminary in Hartford, Connecticut gave birth to 

a ministry as a result of their experience in this program of applied Feminist Spirituality under 

the direction of Professor Miriam Therese Winder, MMS.  Compassion and the love of knitting/

crocheting have been combined into a prayerful ministry and spiritual practice, which reaches 

out to those in need of comfort and solace, as well as in celebration and joy.  Many blessings 

are prayed into every stitch.  Whether they are called Prayer Shawls, Comfort Shawls, Peace Shawls, or Mantles, etc., 

the shawl maker begins with prayers and blessings for the recipient.   The intentions are continued throughout the crea-

tion of the shawl.  Upon completion, a final blessing is offered before the shawl is sent on its way.  Some recipients have 

continued the kindness by making a shawl and passing it onto someone in need.  Thus, the blessing ripples from person-

to-person, with both the given and receiver feeling the unconditional embrace of a sheltering, mother God!ò 

          Questions?  Contact Jean Vesely, 274-5082. 

ñThere was a man who asked God for healing.  He was hoping for something spectacular and showy. Instead, God sent 

some people to him.  He became part of a small community of people who loved and cared for him, and over time, they 

helped heal him.  There was nothing glamorous in that.  However, reflecting upon it afterward, the man realized that heôd 

thought the ñspecial effectò route was Godôs Plan A and that people were Plan B.  To be healed in a showy way is spec-

tacular; people seem so ordinary.  But he realized that with God it is the other way around.  People are Godôs preferred 

messengers, Godôs Plan A, because they alone carry His image. ñ ïJohn Ortberg 

  The mission team to Slidell, LA was privileged to be the real Plan Aé  
Godôs Plan A.  In Slidell we were able to put the finishing touches on two homes.  

David & Carole Followwill and Denise Hartford along with two members from 

the NC District, cut, installed, caulked and painted trim, grouted tile, put up house 

numbers, painted doors, cleaned, improved a ladder to the attic, installed fixtures, 

etc.  We were also able to deliver 6 quilts made by the Needlers and were able to 

put one of those quilts in the hands of the mother of the child the quilt would  

eventually be given to.  We were definitely tired each evening, but it was a good 

tired.  It was the kind of tired that is felt when youôve done your best and youôve 

given your all.  Weôll never know all the effects of our time and efforts in Slidell, 

but we were truly touched to be part of Godôs Plan A for five days.   

     Thank you to the Mission Committee for helping pay for part of our trip.  

Thank you to our congregation and pastors for the support and prayers.  And, 

please consider joining the next mission team going to Joplin, MO Aug 5-10.  

Contact Denise Hartford, john12hartford@gmail.com or 515-890-1406. 

 

Dave & Carole Followwill Denise 

Hartford, and Bob & Linda Lynch,  

- The Team!  

Carole & Denise presented the  

children's quilt to Denise Wheat for 

her daughter. 

Mona Kirkpatrick with four of the six 

quilts that the New Hope Needlers made 

for the Slidell mission trip. Each quilt has 

a label stating that it was a gift from  

New Hope United Methodist Church in 

Des Moines Iowa, 2013.  

mailto:john12hartford@gmail.com
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Jr. BLAST (6th-8th grade).   Coordinators:  Penny Dolberg & Renee Haugland.    

Watch your emails for notices of upcoming gatherings.  Questions? Contact Penny Dolberg at 201-7643  

or penny.dolberg@gmail.com or Renee Haugland 252-8632 or drrhaugland@msn.com.  

 

Sr. BLAST (9th-12th grade) Leaders: Chris & Jennifer Higdon and Charity Johnson ï 

BLAST@NewHopeDSM.org 
 

March was a great month for Senior High BLAST.  The group took part in the Iowa Energy Faith & Family Night; 

which included a concert by Jason Gray after the game.  Additionally, the group would like to thank everyone that took 

part in the Buffalo Wild Wings on Merle Hay road Senior High BLAST day on Sunday, March 24th.  Buffalo Wild 

Wings is donating 10% of their total sales that day for our upcoming mission trip to Navajo Nation in Arizona. 

 

 
 

Your next chance to support the group will be on Sunday, April 21st; the group is host-

ing a Senior High BLAST day at Ci-Ciôs Pizza on Merle Hay road.  Ci-Ciôs pizza will 

be donating a portion of your bill to help support the group.   

Additionally, in April the Senior High BLAST group will be selling coupons for  

Hy-Vee and Ci-Ci Pizza.  A portion of every sale will go directly to the group to sup-

port our mission trip fund. 

 

Finally, any parents of a Senior High BLAST member that is planning to attend the mission trip in June; we will be  

hosting a parents meeting on Sunday, April 28th at 6pm.  This meeting will explain more about the trip and the required 

paperwork that needs to be filled out before we leave on the trip.  At this point, we are expecting to have 13 people going 

on the mission trip. 

Here are the some upcoming Youth events for the next two months:  

April 6th  ~ BLAST Coupon Sales Start 

April 13th @ 6pm  ~ BLAST Helping at Rummage Sale 

April 21st  ~ BLAST Day at CiCi's Pizza 

April 28th @ 6pm  ~ Mission Trip Parent Meeting 

May 5th  ~ Sloppy Joe Feed After 9:30 & 10:45 Services 

May 19th  ~ Homemade Omelet Breakfast After All Services 

June 1st @ 9am  ~ Youth Car Wash 

June 2nd @ noon  ~ Youth Car Wash 

June 16th   ~ Mission Trip Send Off Sunday 

June 22nd  ~ Mission Trip 

More information about the above events will be sent out in email and posted on Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/

SeniorHighBlastύΦ 

mailto:penny.dolberg@gmail.com
mailto:drrhaugland@msn.com
mailto:BLAST@NewHopeDSM.org
http://www.facebook.com/SeniorHighBlast
http://www.facebook.com/SeniorHighBlast


  Childrenôs Ministries Mission Statement:  A church family  

working together to teach children to know, grow, and show the love of Jesus Christ.   

 

Childrenôs Worship: Childrenôs Worship is a meaningful time for children ages 3 years 

through 2nd grade to worship and connect with God.  Children will participate in an engaging 

worship service geared just for them in the Sanctuary.  The service will follow a traditional 

format, with praise songs, prayers, joys/concerns, offering, scripture reading, and a message.   

We will include a time for fellowship at the end of our service where kids will gather back in 

the 1st and 2nd grade classroom and share in a healthy snack and have time to visit with friends.   

Please contact Kelly Mohrman. If you would like a chance to lead Childrenôs Worship, Please contact Kelly Mohrman, 

at gmohrman@mchsi.com 
 

Christian Learning Time:  The first Sunday of the month we will be having donuts in CLT.  This is an  

informal way of celebrating the breaking of the bread and sharing in fellowship with peers.   

Kids of Hope will now be ñBucket Fillers.ò  Students will work to fill a bucket in their classroom.  ñDropsò into the 

bucket will be added for each child that attends Christian Learning Time, participation in class, and when a child ñfillsò 

another personôs heart with a compliment or help.  When a classroomôs bucket is filled we will decide how we want to 

celebrate as a class.      He said ñYou shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all of 

your mind.ò  Matthew 22:37.   ñSo whatever you wish others would do for you, do also for them, for this is the law and 

the Prophets.ò  Matthew 7:12 

Our mission for the month of April will be to take school supply donations for the Morton year round school.  

*Please note that our last Christian Learning Time will be on Sunday, May 12.  We will have a fun field day to  

celebrate all we have done this year! 
 

 

Thank God Itôs Wednesday (TGIW)  will resume on  Wed., April 3.  All Kids/Youth, join us!  5:30-6:00pm., Dinner;  

6:00pm-7:30pm, Activities. 

Please join us on Wed., April 10, 2013 for another family skate night. 

We will be skating from 6-7:30, at Skate North Incrediroll, located at 

5621 Meredith Dr. in Des Moines.   

Dinner will NOT be served that evening.   If your children will be  

attending, please plan to attend with them, as we will not have enough people to supervise all 

children in various areas of the facility.  New Hope will cover the cost of studentôs admission and regular roller skates.  

You are welcome to bring your own skates, or rent in-line Skates for $4.00.   

 

Wednesday, April 17, will be our last TGIW.  We will have a picnic style dinner and will 

have the Blessing of the Pets that night.  We will plan to eat outside and keep all pets outside.  

Feel free to bring a blanket or lawn chairs to sit on.  Pets will receive a tag after their blessing.  

However, if you have a pet that does not play well with others, we will happily bless a picture 

of your pet as well.  

*Please note that in case of rain or other in climate weather, we will have to hold the Blessing 

of the Pets inside.  If this occurs, we will need you to bring ONLY a picture of your pet, as 

many have allergies to animals and would not be a good idea to have them all inside.   

 

Vacation Bible School:  The dates have been set for VBS.  We will be having an EVERYWHERE 

FUN FAIR on July 14-18, 2013.  This yearôs VBS will be led by Sherry Bogue and Kelly Mohrman.   

If you would like to help with Vacation Bible school, please contact us, or look for sign ups coming 

soon! 
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Childrenõs Ministries  

Coordinator:  Kelly Mohrman 

gmohrman@mchsi.com 

mailto:gmohrman@mchsi.com
mailto:gmohrman@mchsi.com
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