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the link 
A monthly publication of  
New Hope United  
Methodist Church  

         March  
     2014 

Join us at New Hope UMC, Sunday mornings at 8:30, 9:30, 10:45 and at 

Johnston River of Life at 5pm on Saturdays and 10am on Sundays. 

Ash Wednesday 
Wednesday, March 5 

6:00pm Pancake Supper 

7:00pm Ash Wed. Service 
 

Come for Pancakes... 

6:00 pm pancake supper  

Free-will offering. Prepared and served by  

Sr. High BLAST.  Help Sr. High BLAST in raising 

money for their summer mission trip. 

 

Stay for worship... 

7:00 pm, Ash Wednesday worship. 

Confirmation students will be helping to lead the  

worship service.  

 

(Childcare will be provided for  children ages 4  

and lower.) 

 

Join us this Ash Wednesday for food, fellowship, and 

prayer. 

Wednesday, March 12 

5:30-7:30pm 
Dinner * Dance * Games * Puppets   

Wear a “beach” shirt. 

Prize for the family with the best 

“beach” attire. 

Free-will offering for the dinner. 

Reservations  

appreciated by March 2 

Call 515-278-2097 or  

email nhfamily@newhopedsm.org or sign 

up in the Fellowship Hall. 

Family Fun Night  

with a Beach Party! 



prayer chain request 

If you have a prayer chain request, 
please call the church office            
at 278-2097 or  
Jan Davisson at 251-4894. 
To be added to the e-mail prayer 
chain distribution list, please call 
the church office or Jan. 

Prayer Concerns  
Bishop Julius Trimble; District 

Superintendent, David Weesner; 

District Field Minister, Karen 

Nelson; Dr. Emmanuel Mefor,  

missionary. 

Prayers for the following  

military personnel:  Jason 

Homard; Zach McClain; Skylar 

Wright; Tim Rains and our  

national and world leaders, our 

military and their families. 
 

 

Birth 
Congratulations to Todd & Jacki 

McGinnity on the birth of their 

daughter, Emily Faith  

McGinnity.  Emily was born on 

February 10th and weighed  

8lb 2oz and 20” long.  She joins 

three older sisters at home. 

Celebrating her arrival also is 

Grandmother Kathy Crees, and 

Great Grandparents Barb & 

Sherm Conrad. 

 

Baptism 
Congratulations to Gwenyth Rose 

Dann on her baptism that was 

held on Sunday, February 23.  

Gwen’s parents are Roger and 

Tamera Dann. 
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Sympathy 
Our Sympathy to Kelly, Greg,  

Allyson, Tyler & Carly Mohrman on 

the passing of Kelly's grandfather, 

John Wright. 

 

Our Sympathy to Clark & Le  

Howland and family on the    passing 

of Le’s mother, Lesta Lobaugh. 

 

Thank You 

 

My sincerest thanks to my New Hope 

family for your prayers, cards, phone 

calls, and visits during my recovery 

from hip surgery.  I am now back in 

my own apartment. 

Thank you all!  Isora Fenzke 

 

We would like to thank our New 

Hope Family for their loving gifts of 

care and support during the time of 

our loss of Phoebe.  We are so 

blessed and conforted by your Love 

and are so proud to be a part of this 

great family. 

Lee Ross, Glenna Ross, DeVonne 

Douglas & Greg Ross 

 

To the Quilters & the Care Team - 

Thank you so much for the lovely lap 

quilt you gave Steve as he goes 

through cancer treatment.   It was so 

thoughtful of you and is very much 

appreciated.  Your kindness, prayers, 

and friendship mean the world to 

both of us!   

Steve & Charlotte Schultz 

 

 

Thank You 

 

Thank you so much to our New Hope 

United Methodist church family.  We 

so appreciate all of your thoughts and 

prayers during our recent loss of Da-

vid’s dad and Mary’s accident.  It 

brought great comfort to us to know 

that so many people were thinking 

about our family. 

Dave and Karen Davis 

 

Thank you for the wonderful meeting 

location for our Blue & Gold banquet 

for Cub Scout Pack 62.  We appreci-

ate the support for scouting that the 

New Hope family has. 

Brad & Jackie Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Girl Scout Sunday 
Sunday, March 9 

All Girl Scouts and leaders are  

encouraged to wear their  

Girl Scout uniforms for Girl Scout 

Sunday on March 9. 

Daylight Saving 
time begins 

March 9, 2014 
Spring forward 

one hour! 
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Women’s Bible Study 
We are doing a study of Holy Living, based on John 

Wesley’s belief that to be holy includes Body, Soul 

and Mind.   

Our topics for March: 

March 3rd, since Ash Wednesday is March 5th, we 

will introduce the Daniel Plan/Fast for Lent and 

construct a Daniel Plan journal,  

March 10th will focus on Foods that Heal 

March 17th, on Foods that Harm 

March 24th, on Brain health 

March 31st, Practicing Healthy Habits and construct 

a Prayer bracelet 

April 7th,  Loving, Healthy Relationships and  

Forgiveness 

April 14th, will be an evening of celebration with 

emphasis on Prayer and Meditation with fun  

activities.  

 

Of course, the secret part of any life changes is our 

relationship with our Lord, so prayer and devotions 

are the back bone of our study.  You are invited to 

come and participate in as many sessions as you are 

able. 

Easter Lily Orders 
Deadline:  April 13 

You may order an  

Easter Lily in memory or in honor of loved ones.  

The Lilies will decorate the Altars at both the  

Traditional and Contemporary worship services on 

Easter Sunday.  

An order form will soon be in the tear-off section of 

the bulletins.  

Cost is $10.00 per Lily.  

Deadline is April 13.  

After the Easter worship service you attend, you may 

take your plant home. 

Introducing...Pastor Jonathan Gaul 
 

Jon Gaul is currently serving as the pastor at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in Dubuque, 

Iowa.  He has served United Methodists churches in communities throughout Iowa, including 

Emmetsburg, Winterset, and Sioux City.  He has also served twice on the conference staff, the 

first time as an Associate Council Director and the second as a Field Outreach Minister. 

   Jon graduated from Morningside College in Sioux City, Iowa and Perkins School of  

Theology in Dallas, Texas. 

   Jon is married to Anita Gaul and they have two grown children and two grandchildren, with 

a third on the way.  He enjoys bicycling, attempts at music and attempts at humor. 

   Jon is very excited about coming to New Hope and feels very privileged to follow Pastor Neil Cross.  Jon 

says, "I've known Neil for many years and have the highest respect for him.  I will look forward to learning 

from him in this time of transition." 

   Jon is also well acquainted with Pastor Craig Ferguson and says, "Craig and I were in the Academy for New 

Ministry Development together.  I think very highly of him and have been hearing about his ministry at  

New Hope and River of Life on Facebook.  I can't wait to work with him and join in all the tremendous  

ministry you are doing.  You are all in my thoughts and prayers as we prepare to share in ministry together.  

God's blessings to you all!" 

New Hope Events Committee 
Do you like to plan parties?  Have fun?  Entertain?  
Then the events committee is the place for you.  We 
are looking for new members! 
   Please contact Deb Henry or Tamara Evans to let 
them know you want to be a part of the AWESOME 
events committee!!!   
   Areas of interest could be:  Publicity, Food,  
Working with vendors, Scrapbooking events,  
Garlands of Gifts, Decorating/Setup/Cleanup, etc. 
 
Deb Henry, 515-577-1129  or  mssci@aol.com 
 
Tamara Evans, 515-710-9238  
or   tamaraevans2@gmail.com 

mailto:mssci@aol.com
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Children’s Ministries  

Mission Statement 

A church family working  

together to teach children to 

know, grow, and show the love 

of Jesus Christ.  

Christian Learning Time (10:45-11:45) 
CLT classes meet every Sunday from 10:45-11:45am. We have classes for ages 3 years, all the way to 12th grade.  

   In March, our children will continue to learn about the life and ministry of Jesus in the New Testament through 

stories about Jesus healing the blind man and Jesus visiting Zacchaeus. We’ll end the month getting into Holy 

Week events like the Lord’s Supper and Jesus praying in the Garden. 

   Our youth will continue discussing current events and how those relate to our faith. Consider growing your faith 

by leaps and bounds through CLT. 
 

Upcoming events:  

 

*Sunday, April 20th will be our Easter Celebration. We will have ½ hour of regular class time to learn about the 

Easter story, followed by the egg hunt.  

 

*Sunday, May 4th will be our CLT Teacher Appreciation Breakfast from 10:45-11:45. I’m looking for a few  

leaders (at least 4 people) who aren’t already teaching that can help lead our classes for one day and give our 

teachers the well-deserved break they need to be honored and appreciated. We will combine the classes PreK-2nd 

grade and 3rd-5th grade. We will also need a leader for the youth CLT class. The lesson is on the life of Peter, but a 

video option is available as well. You don’t have to be a teacher to help with this!!! If you can help, please talk with 

Sarah Jacobson. 
 

Children’s Worship 
I’m still looking for a leader(s) for Children’s Worship on Sunday, April 20

th
. This is Easter Sunday so we will 

need more than 1 adult. Please contact Sarah Jacobson if you can help in this area. Resources and training are  

available 
 

Special Note to the Congregation: 
If anyone wants to donate craft supplies to New Hope, please drop all donations off in Sarah’s office. We are  

currently taking inventory of all the supplies that are in the craft room and if we know what is being donated, it will 

help us in this process, and will help us keep our classrooms clutter-free in the future. We also ask that if you use 

something for any reason, please put it back in the same location. If you find that we are out of something, please 

add it to the supply list above the sink. This will greatly help out our volunteers who use those supplies on a weekly 

basis. Thank you! 

New Hope VBS is officially set for July 13-17, and Gangway to Galilee is the 

theme!  This adventure will take us on and around the Sea of Galilee with five 

accounts of Jesus’ ministry there. By grace through faith, Jesus, God’s own Son 

our Savior, calls us, teaches us, keeps us safe, saves us, and provides all we need 

now and forever. That’s amazing grace!  Mark your calendars for July 13 - 17, 

5:30-6pm dinner; 6-8pm activities. 

 

We currently have lead volunteers for missions, music, and decorations.  If you 

are interested in leading in the areas of crafts, storytelling, games, snacks, evening meals, or shepherding, 

please sign up in the fellowship hall or speak directly with Andy Sutton, 515-554-4055, smileysut-

ton13@gmail.com, or Julie Sahlin, jresahlin@aol.com. 
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Upcoming Parent Fellowship Opportunities 
One thing we would like to try with our TGIW Family Nights is to give the parents 

an opportunity to fellowship with one another and discuss different parenting  

topics in the Fellowship Hall. This will happen from 7:15 to 7:30 when the kids/

youth will be gathered in the Family Life Center for a short devotion time. Please  

know this is an informal time meant for parents to connect on certain issues without having to “parent” at the same 

time. We tried this in February and got some good feedback so we’ll continue it at the April 9th Family Night. We 

hope you’ll take advantage of these opportunities and come to check out the free resources. If you have any topic 

you’d like to discuss, talk with Sarah Jacobson or Sherri Bogue. 
 

Twin-size fleece fabric needed!!! 
If anyone happens to see patterned or solid-colored fleece fabric on sale in the next few weeks, 

would you consider donating some to TGIW? In April we will be making fleece tie blankets for 

Blessman Ministries. Drop off any donations in Sarah’s office by April 6th. 

 

Here is our upcoming TGIW schedule: 
 

March 5th  Ash Wednesday: NO TGIW 

  Join us for a Pancake Supper at 6 followed by a service at 7pm 

 

March 12th Meal 5:30pm 

  TGIW Family Beach Party 6-7:30pm 

 

March 19th Spring Break: NO TGIW 

       

March 26th  Meal 5:30pm 

TGIW Activities (including Kid’s Choir) 6:00-7:15 Puppets 7:15-8:00    

 

 

In March and April we will be offering Kids Choirs during the TGIW time.  

The children will perform at 9:30 and 10:45 on Sunday, April 27
th

.  

Plan to come and see our children perform. 

A BIG THANK YOU goes out to all the children, youth and parents that 

helped us make valentine cards in February for the people of the Central Iowa 

Shelter and Services. We were able to make 270 cards for the homeless people  

served by our church on Feb 14th. I know that this was a blessing to them, so 

thanks again for helping us make a difference. 

 
 

Parents and Families: Make sure to check out the bulletin board outside of Sarah’s office this month. There 

are lots of free resources for you to take including a meal time devotion titled “Soul Food,” an activity sheet for 

kids (they can do this during worship, on a car ride, or just to keep them busy at home), The Parent Link, and some 

“Lenten Spiritual Disciplines for Families.” If you have any ideas or suggestions for Parent Resources you’d like to 

see made available to the congregation, please contact sjacobson@newhopedsm.org. 

mailto:sjacobson@newhopedsm.org
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The focus of Jr. High BLAST (6th-8th grade) this year is to share the love of Christ through 

fun fellowship activities and service projects.  

     February was a great month with coming up with and teaching each other new games. We 

also decorated cookies and then did Olympic Games.  

 

We meet on Wednesdays at 6:00 - 7:15pm at New Hope.  Be sure to invite your friends to our 

Wednesday night meetings and  fellowship activities.   

 

No meeting on March 5th (Ash Wed. ) or March 19th (Spring Break) 

 

Sr. BLAST (9th-12th grade) Leaders: Chris Higdon, Charity Johnson, and Pam Frey – BLAST@NewHopeDSM.org 

 

Who is ready to go listen to thirteen Christian bands; including Newsboys, Tenth Avenue North, and Thousand Foot 

Krutch?  All for $10…  On March 28th, the Senior High BLAST group will be heading to Winter Jam at Wells Fargo 

Arena.  We will be leaving the Church at 4:00 pm and will be planning to eat dinner before the event at 7pm.  The doors 

at Wells Fargo Arena open at 6pm that night. 

     Additionally, the Senior High BLAST would like to thank everyone that came out and support the Sweetheart dinner.  

We were able to rise over $400 for the mission trip to Camp Gray Squirrel in Tehlequah, Oklahoma.  The group would 

like to thank Tony and Shannon Scharfenkamp for cooking the delicious prime rib and chicken dinner for the Sweetheart 

dinner.  Additionally, the youth group would like to thank Pastry Chef Melissa McGhee for making the heavenly filled 

cheesecake strawberries. 

 
 

Our next event for the Senior High BLAST group is our annual pancake feed on Ash Wednesday before New Hope Ash 

Wednesday service.  Plan now to join use that night for pancakes. 

     Here are the some upcoming Youth events for the next two months:  

Every Wednesday Night  ~ BLAST Wednesday Night Activities 

Feb 26th ~ 2014 Mission Trip Deposit Deadline 

Feb 28th ~ Sr. BLAST Lock-In at New Hope 

Mar 5th @ 5pm ~ Ash Wednesday Pancake Feed 

Mar 28th @ 5pm ~ Winter Jam 2014 

More information about the above events will be sent out in email and posted on Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/

SeniorHighBlast). 

 

mailto:BLAST@NewHopeDSM.org
http://www.facebook.com/SeniorHighBlast
http://www.facebook.com/SeniorHighBlast
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Chick Lit. Book Club/Film Group/Prayer Group 
  

Please join us for lively fellowship and insightful conversation as we continue our reading series, “Ordinary People  

Doing Extraordinary Things.”  Our March book, the third in our series, will be…   

 

MARCH BOOK: TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD by Harper Lee  

DATE/TIME:  Thursday, MARCH 27 at 6:30pm, in the Ruby Chapel 

 

To Kill a Mockingbird 

by Harper Lee 

“The unforgettable novel of a childhood in a sleepy Southern town and the crisis of conscience that 

rocked it, To Kill A Mockingbird became both an instant bestseller and a critical success when it was 

first published in 1960. It went on to win the Pulitzer Prize in 1961 and was later made into an Acade-

my Award-winning film, also a classic.” 

   “Compassionate, dramatic, and deeply moving, To Kill A Mockingbird takes readers to the roots of 

human behavior - to innocence and experience, kindness and cruelty, love and hatred, humor and pa-

thos. Now with over 18 million copies in print and translated into forty languages, this regional story by a young Ala-

bama woman claims universal appeal.  

Harper Lee always considered her book to be a simple love story. Today it is regarded as a masterpiece of American  

literature.” 

2014 RUMMAGE SALE COMING 

May 1, 2, 3 

 

Hopefully you have begun putting items aside for the big 

sale! 

   We are still in the process of planning the 2014  

Rummage Sale.  We will be using the computer volunteer 

program, as well as the regular sign-up sheets.  This year, 

during the sale, we hope to have people signing up for 3 

hour shifts and be placed in the area of most need. 

You will be able to have a sit down job if you request it.   

If you wish to work in a specific area, you can also request 

that. 

 

THE IMMEDIATE NEED is 6 volunteers to be in charge 

of an area before the sale begins. It is crucial to identify 

these leaders at this time so they are involved in the  

planning.  Their job would involve receiving donations, 

displaying and marking.  Workers would be assigned to 

assist you. It would not be necessary to be present during 

the sale unless you chose to.   (Although, it would be  

helpful to have these leaders present on Thursday from 

noon to 4:00pm) 

 

Areas in need of a leader are: 

  Women’s Clothing 

   Men’s Clothing 

   Holidays 

   Crafts 

   Furniture 

   Sports/Garden 

 

IF YOU CAN VOLUNTEER  NOW TO BE RESPONSIBLE 

FOR SETTING UP ONE OF THESE AREAS BEFORE 

THE SALE, PLEASE CONTACT:  Gleean Coates at 491-

9070 or 270-8538.  

RUMMAGE SALE  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Elaine Collet is working on an electronic means to sign up and 

coordinate the volunteers for the week of the sale and we need 

as many of you as possible to sign up on Volunteer Spot for  

3 hour shifts to help with the sale for the whole week of  

April 27th through May 3rd.   

   If you are interested in simply helping out for a shift or two 

for the preparation of the sale or sale itself you can visit  

Volunteer Spot and sign up for the area and shift that fits your 

schedule by following the easy steps below. You can even see 

who else is signed up for the same shift or swap shifts, if  

necessary. Area assignments may be subject to change if a 

higher volume of volunteers is required in another section to 

accommodate organization and customer needs. 

 

Here's how it works in 3 easy steps:  
1. Click this link to go to our invitation page on  

VolunteerSpot: http://vols.pt/NwiHyy  

2. Enter your email address: (You will NOT need to register 

an account on VolunteerSpot)  

3. Sign up! Choose your spots - VolunteerSpot will send you 

an automated confirmation and reminders.  Easy!  

 

Note: VolunteerSpot does not share your email address with 

anyone.  However, if you prefer not to use your email address, 

please contact Elaine Collet (elaine.collet@gmail.com or  

515-276-0597) and she can sign you up manually. 

   In addition to the volunteers needed to get everything ready 

for the sale and helping out during the sale, we have a number 

of leadership positions available for those who are willing and 

able to help out with the planning and preparation prior to the 

big event.  These leaders would be responsible for taking in, 

sorting, pricing and displaying items in an area of the sale 

(with help from other volunteers, of course).  If you are  

interested in being a part of the planning and preparation for 

the rummage sale, please give Gleean Coates a call at  

270-8538 or 491-9070. You could also send an email message 

to Gleean at gleean1947@hotmail.com.  

   

http://vols.pt/NwiHyy
mailto:elaine.collet@gmail.com
mailto:gleean1947@hotmail.com
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sunday volunteers 
 
Greeters ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ŀǘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŬƊŜŜƴ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ 
ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇŜǊǎΦ 
 
Lectors ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ 
ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
уΥол ŀƴŘ млΥпр ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ   
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ 
 
Children’s Church ƳŜŜǘǎ 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ фΥол ŀΦƳΦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ϧ 
мǎǘκнƴŘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΦ 
±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǊŜŀŘ ŀ .ƛōƭŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎŜ 
ŎǊŀƊ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀȅ ǝƳŜΦ 
 
Hosts ōǳȅ ƻǊ ōŀƪŜ ǎƛȄ ǘƻ 
ŜƛƎƘǘ ŘƻȊŜƴ ŎƻƻƪƛŜǎ όƴƻ ǇŜŀπ
ƴǳǘǎκƴǳǘǎύΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŎƻũŜŜ 
ŀƴŘ ƭŜƳƻƴŀŘŜ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ фΥол 
ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ млΥпр 
ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ 
bŜǿ IƻǇŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
ǘƻ ŬǾŜ  ŘƻȊŜƴ ŎƻƻƪƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƭǎƻ 
ōŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǘǎΩ  
ŎƻƻƪƛŜǎΦ !ƊŜǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ 
ǝƳŜ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǎǘǎ ǿŀǎƘΣ ŘǊȅΣ 
ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƻƪƛŜ 
ǇƭŀǧŜǊǎΣ ǊƛƴǎŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŘǊȅ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻũŜŜ ŎŀƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀǎƘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǘǊŀǎƘ ōƛƴΦ ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ 
ǘƻ ƘƻǎǘΣ ŀ ƭŜǧŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ bŜǿ 
IƻǇŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ƙƻǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎπ
ǝƻƴǎ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƘƻǎǘΦ  

 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ     
ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
ǇƻǎƛǝƻƴǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ  
bŀƴŎȅ aƻƴǘƘŜƛΣ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ  
ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΣ ŀǘ нту-нлфтΦ 

8:30am 
Traditional Service 

 
Greeters 
  2  
  9 Mark, Megan & Jax    

Thomsen 
16  Charlotte Schultz 
23 
30 
 
Lectors 
  2 Vicki OôBrien 
  9 Cathy Short 
16  Maurine Myers 
23 Vicki OôBrien 
30 Cathy Short 

 
Traditional Service Callers 
  2 Norma Sutton 
  9 Mark & Leah Scherer 
16  Norma Sutton  
23  
30 Norma Sutton 
 
Contemporary Service Callers 
  2 Eldon Cross 
  9  Rod & Lynette Cook 
16   Eldon Cross 
23 Rod & Lynette Cook 
30 Eldon Cross 

9:30am 
Contemporary Service 

 
Greeters 
  2 Gary Stubbs 
  9 Rod Cook family 
16  Jane Wagner 
23 Paul & Pam Weisskopf 
30 Barb Agan 
 
 

*Hosts 
  2 Melisa & Larry Forbes 
  9 Pam Frey 
16  Cindy & Clyde Rail 
23 Tracy & Tony Hoffman 
30 Pam & Bill Gibbons 

 
 
Money Counters  
  2 Clark Howland, Rick 

Homard, Larry Wood 
  9 Tony & Tracy Hoffman, 

Glenna Ross 
16 DeVonne Douglas, Randy 

Jansen, Ron Zoss 
23 Jerry Kielsmeier,  
 Kim Traylor, Open 
30 Clark Howland, Rick 

Homard, Larry Wood 
 
Pal Friday:  9 a.m. 
  7 Norma Smith 
14 Norma Sutton 
21 Marge Carnahan 
28 Pat Papenheim 

10:45am 
Traditional Service 

 
Greeters 
  2  
  9 
16  Norma & Steve Sutton 
23 Ann & Bob Krause 
30 Norma & Jim Smith 
 

Lectors 
  2 Sally Corcoran 
  9  
16  Freda Ruleman 
23  
30 Cathy Cate 
 

*Hosts 
  2 Andy & Spencer Sutton 
  9 Sharon & Earl Lewis 
16  Linda & Jerry Kielsmeier 
23 Lee Ross (host),             

Jan Davisson (cookies) 
30 Carol & Bob Harter 

Those who serve New Hope in March. 

thank you ŦƻǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ  
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ  LŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳŜǎ 
ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƻƴƅƛŎǘΣ 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǿƛǘŎƘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
ƻŶŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ όнту-
нлфтύΦ 
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* Hosts...please note that several New Hopers have peanut 

allergies. Therefore, please refrain from using peanut butter 

or any peanuts/nuts in your cookies.   THANK YOU! 



Structure Cluster Groups 
A quarterly meeting will be held 

on Sunday, March 2 at noon in 

the Ruby Chapel.  A light lunch 

will be served. 
 

Blood Pressure Check 
New Hope is offering free Blood  

Pressure checks each month.   

March 16, 9:30-11:00am will be 

the next BP checks.  Come to the 

Narthex after each worship  

service. 
 

Men’s Breakfast 
Saturday, March 8 

at 7:30 a.m. at New Hope. 
 

Women’s Fellowship 

Thurs., March 20 , 9am. 

If you have any questions, please 

contact Sharon Lewis at 254-1692. 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

First Tuesday of each month, 

6:30pm 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry mem-

bers knit or crochet shawls that are 

given to persons who are ill, have 

suffered a loss, or are in the midst 

of a life crisis. The group currently 

meets the first Tuesday of each 

month at 6:30 at the church to 

work on shawls and pray for the 

recipients of their work. You can 

join our Prayer Shawl Ministry by 

getting involved in making shawls 

with us or by requesting a shawl 

for a friend or loved one you know 

that is in need.  

If you wish to make a donation of 

yarn or money to purchase yarn, 

we welcome your contribution. 

 

 

Care Ministry Team 
This team ministers to congregation 

members who have had new babies, 

have been in the hospital, have been 

ill or are dealing with grief. This 

team meets on a  

quarterly basis and will meet on 

Thursday, April 10, 10am at New 

Hope. If you would like to join the 

Care Ministry team, please contact 

Clarice Rubek or Mary Ann Rice. 
 

New Hope Chancel Choir 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 p.m. 

Seasonal choir is @ 7:30 p.m. and 

rehearsing for the Easter Cantata. 

Join in the music ministry at New 

Hope. Questions?  Contact Eldon 

Cross, Director of Music,   

elcatalia4@gmail.com or  

515-250-1476. 

 

New Hope Needlers - 

Monthly Gatherings 
The New Hope Needlers plan to 

meet on Friday, March 7 at 

11:30 at Panera in Johnston for 

lunch, then sewing from 1- 4 pm 

at Kim Buske's. Any sewers are 

welcome to join for one or both 

parts of the day. Questions? Call 

Kim at 515-334-5448.  

 

Yoga 
Take some time for yourself and 

join us every Tuesday at 5:30pm, 

through  April 29 (no session on 

March 18) in the Family Life  

Center.  $5 per session. 

Please bring the correct cash or a 

check written out to New Hope 

UMC.   

   Yoga will be led by New Hoper, 

Karen Campell.  Karen is a licensed 

Yoga instructor.   

Invite your friends, co-workers, 

family, neighbors, etc. 

Support Groups 
Al-Anon 
Every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. in the 

Ruby Chapel. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Every Tuesday at Noon in the Ruby 

Chapel. 

Stroke Club of Iowa 
3rd Tuesday of the month  

(February - October) at 7 p.m. 
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Small Groups  
Adult Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. in the Ruby Chapel. 

 

Friday Small Group meets the 2nd 

and 4th Friday of every month at 

the Corner Cafe (Address: 2731 

100th St, Urbandale, IA 

50322, Phone:(515) 868-0200) at 

11:45am. Our Bible study is from 

the James W. Moore books. No 

preparation is needed on your part 

before we meet. We welcome any-

one who would like to join us. If 

you have questions please call Lin-

da Kielsmeier at 515-689-9680 or 

Jan Davisson at 515-251-4894. 
 

2nd and 4th Saturdays of the 

month at 4pm.  Childcare is  

provided.  Contact Sherri & Nick 

Bogue, boguesa@gmail.com with  

questions. 

 

confirmation  

schedule  
March 9, 3:30 p.m.  
Topic: “Being a Disciple,  

Part II” 

March 23, 4:00 p.m.  
Topic: “Putting It All Together” 

April 6, 10:45 a.m. 

Confirmation Service 

mailto:elcatalia4@gmail.com
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March Focus:  A Well for South Sudan 

Before 2011, the villagers in Luala Boma, Juba County, and Republic of South Sudan did not have local access to clean drink-

ing water. Women and children had to walk 30 - 40 minutes to obtain water and then make the return trip hauling heavy jugs of 

water several times each day. Their daily lives revolved around obtaining water.  

   There was a well in Luala, but it did not work.ΟΟIn 2011, the Sudanese Lost Boys and Girls Volunteer Association 

(SLBGVA) repaired the unusable well in Luala Boma. The village, once identified by the new government of South Sudan as 

being in great need of clean water, now provides clean healthy water to more than 500 people. 

This project has dramatically changed the lives of the villagers in Luala.ΟAccess to clean water 

is a fundamental need, yet as many as 60% of households in South Sudan do not have access to 

clean drinking water. Unsafe water leads to diarrhea, dysentery, typhoid, cholera, and other  

diseases that strike children with particular virulence. In South Sudan, one in four children will 

die before their fifth birthday and more than 98% of children drop out of elementary school, 

often because they are too sick to attend. ΟΟ 
   While improved health is the primary benefit of the well, the community benefits in other 

ways. When woman and children must walk for long distances to obtain clean water, they are 

exposed to physical hardships and danger. They spend so much time obtaining water and carry-

ing heavy containers that they have little time and energy for other activities such as attending 

school, caring for their families, and farming to produce food. Water from the local well may be 

used for irrigation projects, which will increase food production.ΟΟ 
   Fencing the property helps ensure that the well remains a non-contaminated water source. 

Having an abundant source of clean, uncontaminated water means less disease, fewer medical 

expenses, lower mortality rates, improved well-being, and life expectancy increased beyond the current 49 years.ΟΟSLBGVA 

is a multicultural non-profit organization working together to improve the lives of people in the new country of the Republic of 

South Sudan. Many members are survivors of Sudan's civil war, often call the Lost Boys of Sudan, who came to the United 

States as young men, many of whom have become citizens. It is their dream to use their educations and experiences to volun-

teer and start programs to support peace, stability, and development in their home country.  

   The UMC is coordinating with SLBGVA to help raise money for wells.  You can be one of those helping to save and change 

the lives of those in South Sudan by contributing to the Advance Special project, Wells for South Sudan.  When giving to 

this project, write Wells on your check memo line and make out to New Hope. 

Hand of Luke - March 14 
Ham & Rice Casserole 

Ham & Potato Casserole 

Broccoli,  Ice Cream Sundaes 

Sign up in the Fellowship Hall to make food 

donations, cook or serve.  Cooks meet at the 

church between 3:00-3:30pm.  Servers transport 

the food to the Central Iowa Shelter & Services 

at 5:30pm, return by 8:00pm. 

  When dropping off your non perishables, 

please see that they are clearly labeled HOL 

and clearly indicate who it is from and place on 

the kitchen counter.  Frozen items may be 

placed on the marked shelves in the industrial 

freezer.  If  possible, please indicate on the sign 

up sheet where you placed your item(s) (for  

example, “in pantry”, or “in the refrig.”). Baked 

goods should be transferred to a disposable  

container if possible.     THANK YOU!!! 

Central Iowa Shelter Evening Meal Update 
New Hope has been providing evening meals to the clients of Central 

Iowa Shelter for over 15 years.  I recently received a letter which opened 

with "Dear Evening Meal Providers,  Thank you so much for all you do to 

provide food for our residents each night at Central Iowa Shelter and  

Services!"   

   Due to current resident numbers some changes are being made to the 

evening meal program. Meal providers have been asked to plan for 250 

hungry people.  It is recognized that an extra burden has resulted from the 

higher numbers.  To alleviate some of this burden, New Hope no longer 

needs to provide milk or orange juice.  The shelter will provide the bever-

ages.  I have confirmed that they have a means to provide milk and that it 

is not being eliminated from the evening meal.  When plain bread is 

served as a side (not a main element as in sandwiches) that too can be 

provided by the shelter.   
   All groups are welcome to prepare or finish preparing their evening 

meal in the shelter's kitchen.  If you or a small group wish to take the  

approach of using the shelter kitchen, please contact me in advance so the 

appropriate arrangements can be made.   If you ever have a question 

about Hand of Luke or services provided by the Shelter, please feel free 

to contact me. Thank you for all the support you provide to this mission.    

Ruth Doxon (Hand of Luke Meal Coordinator) 



Enjoy the Convenience of  Electronic Giving  

 New Hope wants to remind you that we offer electronic giving as a way to automate your 

offering.   

     To setup online Giving go to www.newhopedsm.org OR www.johnstonriveroflife.org 

and click on the donate button.  This will direct you securely to set up an automatic donation plan, change 

your donation plan, make a one-time donation or view your online donation history.  Changes can be made 

confidentially at any time.  Or if you like, paper authorization forms are located on the table in fellowship 

hall.  Please contact the church office for additional information. 

    If you decide to give electronically, please feel free to pick up a card that says “I give electronically” to 

put in the offering plate if you would like to participate in the offertory.   
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Newsletter: Please let us know that we can email you The LINK, or you will pick up THE LINK from church.  

Thank you for helping us save a tree and also save on our expenses.  If you haven’t already, please contact the 

church office to let us know how you would like to receive your newsletter.    
 

Friday Email Announcements:  New Hope UMC sends out a weekly email with upcoming  

announcements.  If you have not been receiving the email, please let us know!  Please send an email to  

nhfamily@newhopedsm.org and we will add you to the distribution list. 

New Hope Sunday morning 
Worship attendance 

 

                8:30       9:30       10:45 total 
Feb 2 26 118 88 232 
Feb 9 30   86 89 205 
Feb 16 34   91 82 207 
Feb 23 31 120 94 245 

New Hope Financial Update 
Below is the General Fund operating budget report for 

January 2014 compared to our 2014 budget and January 2013 

 

 Jan 2014 Jan 2014 Jan 2013 

 Actual Budget Actual 

Total Receipts 21,602.56 21,575.55 20,848.44 

Total Expenditures 27,937.49 30,363.34 27,511.33 

Net Surplus (Deficit) ( 6,334.93) ( 8,787.79) ( 6,662.89) 

 

 YTD Jan 2014 YTD Jan 2014 YTD Jan 2013 

 Actual Budget Actual 

Total Receipts 21,602.56 21,575.55 20,848.44 

Total Expenditures 27,937.49 30,363.34 27,511.33 

Net Surplus (Deficit) ( 6,334.93) ( 8,787.79) ( 6,662.89) 

Johnston River of Life 
Worship attendance 

 

    Sat      Sun  total 
Feb 1 40 Feb 2  38   78 
Feb  8 50 Feb 9  41   91 
Feb 15 66 Feb 16 44 110 
Feb 22 42 Feb 23 34      76 

Johnston River of Life Financial Update 
Below is the General Fund operating budget report for 

January 2014 compared to our 2014 budget and January 2013 

 

 Jan 2014 Jan 2014 Jan 2013 

 Actual Budget Actual 

Total Receipts 7,644.71 8,030.00 n/a 

Total Expenditures 6,166.67 8,242.15 n/a 

Net Surplus (Deficit) 1,478.04 ( 212.15) n/a 

 

 YTD Jan 2014 YTD Jan 2014 YTD Jan 2013 

 Actual Budget Actual 

Total Receipts 7,644.71 8,030.00 n/a 

Total Expenditures 6,166.67 8,242.15 n/a 

Net Surplus (Deficit) 1,478.04 ( 212.15) n/a 

http://www.newhopedsm.org/
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SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY   WEDNESDAY   THURSDAY   FRIDAY   SATURDAY 

Looking Ahead:   
April 6 & 13, 6p, Ray Pugh Institute 

May 1, 2, 3:  Rummage Sale 

June 25-27, JROL VBS at Johnston Barn 

July 13-17, New Hope’s VBS 

If you see that your name is not listed, 

please call the church office at 278-2097,  

or email at nhfamily@newhopedsm.org, 

so we can update our files.  

2     

Holy Communion 

10:45, Jr. Ringers 

10:45, Liam & Oliver 

Fulton baptisms 

Noon, Cluster Mtg. 

4:30p, New Mbr class & 

dinner 

3 

10:15a, Women’s Bible 

Study 

6:30p, Children’s Ministry 

Mtg 

6:30p, Women’s Bible 

Study 

7:00p, Trustees Mtg 

4  9:30a, Sr. Singers prac. 

9:30a, Alanon 

Noon, AA 

 

5:30p, Yoga 

6:30p, Prayer Shawl/

Knitting 

7p,Nominating Committee 

5   

 

Ash Wednesday 
6p, Pancake Supper 

7p, Worship 

6 

 

 

 

7   Nancy - vacation 

Office Vol: JoAnn Decker 

 

11:30p, Needlers at Panera 

 

 

7-9p, Boy Scouts 

1 

 

 

 

8 

7:30a, Men’s Breakfast 

 

 

9   Daylight Saving Time 

begins 

1st Sunday in Lent 

New Members to be 

received 

Girl Scout Sunday 

4p, Confirmation Class 

10 

10:15a, Women’s Bible 

Study 

 

 

6:30p, Women’s Bible 

Study 

 

11 

9:30a, Alanon 

Noon, AA 

 

 

 

5:30p, Yoga 

 

12  

5:30p, Meal 

6p-7:30p, Family “Beach 

Party” 

6:00p, Youth Groups 

6:30p, Chancel Choir 

7:30p, Seasonal Choir 

7:45p, Praise Team 

13 

 

 

 

14   Office Vol:  Norma 

Sutton 

 

11:45a, Small Group at 

Cindy’s Corner Café, 

Urbandale 
 

3:30p, Hand of Luke 
 

7-9p, Boy Scouts 

15 April LINK deadline 

 

 

 

16 

2nd Sunday in Lent 

Food Pantry Sunday 

9:30-11a, Blood Pressure 

 

Noon, Charge Conference 

17 

10:15a, Women’s Bible 

Study 

 

 

 

6:30p, Women’s Bible 

Study 

18 

9:30a, Alanon 

Noon, AA 

 

 

No Yoga 

7:00p, Stroke Club 

7:00p, Finance Meeting 

19 

NO TGIW 

6:00p, Youth Groups 

6:30p, Chancel Choir 

7:15p, Puppets 

7:30p, Seasonal Choir 

7:45p, Praise Team 

20 

 

9:00a, Women’s  

Fellowship meeting at 

New Hope 

 

 

21    Office Vol: Marge 

Carnahan 

 

11:45a, Small Group at 

Cindy’s Corner Café, 

Urbandale 

 

7-9p, Boy Scouts 

22 

 

 

 

23 

3rd Sunday in Lent 

Noon, Compassionate  

 

4p, Confirmation Class 

24 

10:15a, Women’s Bible 

Study 

 

 

6:30p, Women’s Bible 

Study 

25 

9:30a, Alanon 

Noon, AA 

 

5:30p, Yoga 

 

7:00p, AD Council 

26 

5:30p, TGIW/Meal 

6:00p, Youth Groups 

6:30p, Chancel Choir 

7:15p, Puppets 

7:30p, Seasonal Choir 

7:45p, Praise Team 

27 

 

 

 

 

6:30p, Book Club, Ruby 

Chapel 

28  Office Vol:  Pat 

Papenheim 

 

 

6-8p, Confirmation 

Rehearsal & Dinner 

 

7-9p, Boy Scouts 

29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30 

4th Sunday in Lent 

One Great Hour of Shar-

ing (offering) 

 

 

6p, Ray Pugh Institute 

 

31 

10:15a, Women’s Bible 

Study 

 

 

 

6:30p, Women’s Bible 

Study 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 WORSHIP SERVICES 

New Hope UMC 

Sunday mornings:  8:30, 9:30, 10:45 

Johnston River of Life 

5pm Saturdays and 10am Sundays at Beaver Creek Elementary in Johnston 

  1:  Elmer & Theresa Flickinger 

  5:  Larry & Patrice Webber 

11:  Damon & Tracy DeBates  

20:  Linda & Larry Sesker 

22:  Jennifer & Tim Berger  

25:  Stephen & Cathy Cate  

31:  Dale & Laura Myers  

ñMay Godôs many blessings, be yours the year through.ò 

Happy Birthday to you!!  

1 Keith Craighton, Deanne Rowland,  

2 Laura Cross 

3 Ashlyn Meyer, Tess Siffin 

4 Kevin Upah, Kristin Welter,            

Emma Lemke 

5 Rex Haugland 

6 Vicki O’Brien, Tami Wise,               

Jacob Hegwood, Edie Musgrave,     

Regina Wearmouth 

8 Pam Johnson, Robert Krause 

9 Beth Merrill 

10 Ted Christensen, Darlene Gier,     

Marge Robinson, Caitlyn Trillet 

11 Diane Densmore, Andrew Higdon 

12 Betty Holwegner, Lisa Peterson 

14 Norma Pecinovsky, Betty Hoeksema, 

Shari Mongar 

15 Monica Balk, Brianna Johnson 

16 Charlotte Schultz, Aaron Homard,  

Connie Armstrong 

17 Rick Gier, Mark Baldwin, Dan Larsen 

18 Nina Moses 

19 Marjorie Carnahan, Tyler Nearmyer, 

Myles Redies, Denise Hartford,      

Jocelyn O’Brien 

20 Leah Scherer, Norma VandenBerg, 

Nicholas Wigant 

21 Matthew Henry, Lauren Gregg 

22 Amanda Herring 

23 Lisa Jackson, Richard Cobb,             

Chad Meyer, Hannah Short 

24 Bryce Weih, Robert Nuzum 

25 Dee Jeffries, Lacey Fulton, Caleb Neu 

26 Shelley Larsen, Diane Madison 

27 Cathy Cate, Levi Sheer,                   

David Followwill 

29 Noah Kerndt 

30 Don Ummel, Brody Egger 

 

*One Great Hour of Sharing, March 30: Join United Methodists everywhere by participating in the 
special offering that supports UMCORôs vital work.  Your gifts lay the foundation for UMCOR to  
manifest Godôs steadfast love throughout the world.  Please give generously. 
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The idea of a journey has been used as an allegory for life and faith down through the 

ages. From The Odyssey by Homer, to Jason and the Argonauts and his quest for the Golden Fleece, 

to Pilgrims Progress by Paul Bunyan, which is a direct allegory of the Christian faith, to, in more  

recent times, The Hobbit, which has been made into two movies with a third yet come, the idea of the 

journey, and some of the adventures and things to be learned in life along the way, have fascinated  

authors down through history.  

 During the Olympic Games, some of the stories about the athletes, and even some of the  

commercials, highlighted the journey some of the athletes 

have been on to get the Olympics. One of the commercials 

showed where the athletes are today and then run the tape 

backwards, so to speak, to show the different phases of the 

journey that led up to their Olympic moment, including 

some video footage of their childhood and their involve-

ment in sports or activities at that age. There’s one  

commercial that showed Meryl David and Charlie White 

and their amazing journey together since childhood that 

lasted 17 years. They’ve been skating together since they 

were children, and while the journey might not have  

always been easy – they had their share of spills and fall 

and misunderstandings – but they hung in there, and now 

they are Olympic Gold Medalists.  

 During the season of Lent, we will be using  

Adam Hamilton’s book  and DVD study  

The Way as a guide to help us look at the journey  

Jesus made in His life. We will learn about Jesus, His teachings, and some of the places of His life and 

ministry.  Learn more about the Christian faith as we follow Jesus in our study of The Way.  

Sermons at New Hope UMC  
March 2:  Cabin Fever - òWinter Storm:  Perseveranceó   James 1:7-16;  Holy Communion  

 

Start of the Sermon Series:  “The Way” 

March 9:  òThe Jordan River and the Wilderness:  Baptism & Temptation    Mark 1:9-13;         

First Sunday of Lent  

 

March 16:  òCapernaum:  The Healing Ministryó  Mark 1:21-34;  Second Sunday of Lent  

 

March 23:   òThe Mountains:  Proclaiming the Kingdomó  Matthew 7:24-29; Third Sunday of Lent  

 

March 30:  òThe Sea of Galilee:  Call of the Disciplesó   Luke 5:1-11; Fourth Sunday of Lent  



 


