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August 2  “A New Gift”
August9  “A New Attitude” =
August 16 “A New Wisdom”

' August 23 “A New Armor”
August 30 “A New Life”

X

\ UIHEYEYHHOFRE WORSHIP WITH US
Saturdays 5pm & Sundays 10am
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JohnstonRiverOfLife.org

Meals from the Heartland Sunday at New Hope UMC

August 2" is our Annual On-site Meals from the Heartland Packaging Event when we
\\\/// will provide an opportunity to worship and serve at the same time and place.

Me als We will worship for 20 minutes at our 8:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., and 10:45 a.m. worship
Heartland services and then those who choose to will move to the Fellowship Hall where you can
a participate in preparing food packets.
We will package 26,000 meals. A suggested donation is $45, which will pay for one box of 216 meals.

Sign ups will continue until all stations are full. Thank you to all who have helped with this wonderful event.

This is a very worthwhile way in which New Hope can live out its mission statement of “Serving God, Loving
Others, and Following Jesus Christ.”
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Prayer Chain Request

If you have a prayer chain
request, please call Jan Davisson
at 251-4894 or the church office
at 278-2097.

To be added to the e-mail prayer
chain distribution list, please call
the church office or Jan.

Prayer Concerns

Dave Davis; Jim Louk; Audrey
Conard, Mike Collet’s aunt; Olive
Walker; Bruce & Barb Flickinger;
Bishop Julius

Trimble; District Superintendent,
David Weesner; District Field
Minister, Karen Nelson;

Dr. Emmanuel Mefor, missionary.
Prayers for the following

military personnel: Jason Homard;
Zach McClain; Tim Rains; Collin
Traylor; Devan Stanton, Jared
Stanton and our national and world
leaders, our military and their
families.

Sympathy

Our Sympathy to Kevin and Mona
Upah on the passing of Kevin’s
mother, Carol Upah

Our Sympathy to Jim & Lynn Louk
and family on the passing of Jim’s
brother, Clyde.

Baptism

Congratulations to Margaret Rose
Miller on her baptism on July 26 at
the 9:30 service. Margaret is the
daughter of Jason & Kristi Miller
and little sister to Nora.

Join Our Family of Faith

Sunday, August 16

If you are interested in sharing your time, talents, gifts,
service and witness with the church, please contact Pastor

Jon or the church office by August 9.

Members will be received on Sunday, August 16 at
New Hope UMC at any of the 3 worship services (8:30, 9:30,

10:45).

New Hope UMC will have a New Member Orientation
luncheon on Sunday, August 16 at Noon at the church.

We look forward to hearing from you!
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Directory Updates
Sarah Jacobson’s cell: 515-720-0315

Shirley Frus

701 SE Ponds Edge Circle
Ankeny, IA 50021
515-205-7850

Thank You:

We want to thank everyone for their
thoughts and prayers, meals, concern,
and friendship during our deluge of
medical problems. Your concern and
efforts have been appreciated very
much! Thank you!

John & Jody Rains

A huge thank you for helping “Fill
Their Cup” for Hope Ministries!
30 cans of coffee were collected
during the June Java Drive for
Hope Ministries and delivered to
Bethel Mission on 6™ Avenue.
Look for another Java Drive

in January!




New Hope Chancel Choir Begins
Wednesday, August 19, 6:30 p.m.

Take your voice from the shower to one of the best seats in the sanctuary!
Chancel Choir will begin Wednesday, August 19 at 6:30 p.m. to prepare for the
upcoming church year. Please meet in the sanctuary.

For those new to our congregation, most rehearsals last one hour and we share our “sermon in song” at the
10:45 a.m. service from September to May. The group sings many different styles so there is something to
meet all musical tastes. If child care is needed, this can be arranged (please let me know in advance so I can be
sure to have a provider available).

If your schedule makes it impossible for you to sing with us on a regular basis, I encourage you to consider
being a part of our Seasonal Choir that meets to prepare for our Christmas and Easter cantatas, as well as once
a month during the summer. These rehearsals start after Chancel Choir at around 7:30 p.m. (except during the
summer) and last for one hour.

If you enjoy making music, we’d love to have you! We have a wonderful group of musicians and I’'m
always looking for new folks to join in the music ministry at New Hope. Mark your calendars, and I look for-
ward to seeing you on August 19. Eldon Cross, Director of Music, elcatalia4d@gmail.com or 515 250-1476.

Choir Resumes

and Children’s Worship Leaders"'
Sunday, August 23", 11am in the Ruby Chapel

It’s time for our annual fall training. Please join us for a brief gathering of New Hope
UMC children and youth volunteers. This 20-30 minute opportunity will include a
summary of our fall programs, an overview of our updated Safety Policies (something all
leaders working with children/youth will need to be aware of and agree to) and make sure
all leaders have updated background checks as these will now need to be renewed every
5 years. There will be opportunities to connect with other volunteers in your specific
ministry area, and work time if it is desired. CLT teachers and TGIW leaders will also receive curriculum at
this time.

If you cannot make it to this training, please contact Sarah Jacobson ahead of time. Thanks for all you do with
our children and youth ministries in this church!

\ | [ , Confirmation Class Dessert/Information
- - Thursday, August 27 @ 6:00 p.m.

— Attention 7th graders and families!
/ ﬁ Are you starting 7" grade this fall?
4 Do you have a child/ grandchild/ niece/ nephe
7’9rade? Are you interested in..Confirmat.

Then plan on attending our special Confirmation Dessert/Information Meeting, Thursday, August 27, at
6:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.

This informational meeting is for 7™ graders interested in Confirmation, and their parents/families. We’ll
take a brief look at the Confirmation year schedule, as well as discuss what one can expect in Confirmation.
Pl ease Dbring vy oAmicecbam dessdrt will lse setved.d u | e .

If you have any questions or are unable to attend that evening, please contact Pastor Gaul at 278-2097 or
nhfamily@newhopedsm.org.
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Women’s Bible Study

st Sharon Smith’s home

We will meet Monday, August 31* to set our agenda and begin the study on September 14th. Bring ideas and
study books to choose. Meet at Sharon Smith’s home: 8093 Cobblestone Rd., Urbandale. We will again
have the opportunity to choose either 1:00 or 6:30, so come when it is most convenient for you.

Join the Landscape Team!

The garden entrances to our facility are very inviting and welcoming.

The landscape team is in need of volunteers to assist in routine clean up and maintenance (primarily weeding,
deadheading and watering planters). Previous experience is not required as we are happy to share our
gardening experience. In addition to general maintenance we could use someone to manage the roses and
shrubs outside the NE entrances to the industrial kitchen and family life center.

If you are interested in joining the Landscape Committee, participating in routine maintenance and watering or
assisting in planning and scheduling as a co-leader, please contact Ruth Doxon, 253-9113,
rdoxon@gmail.com or Kathy Russi, 333-1764, kwrussi@aol.com

STORYBOOK PROJECT BOOK DRIVE

Our goal of 94 books, one book for each day of summer, has been shattered! So far, 125 books have been
delivered to Storybook Project of lowa and there are still many more days of summer! Please prayerfully
consider being a part of this mission opportunity and donate new and/or gently used books. Here are some
suggestions. ..

Books by Eric Carle: The Very Hungry Caterpillar; Brown Bear, Brown Bear; The Grouchy Lady Bug; The
Very Lonely Firefly; Little Cloud.

Books by James Dean: Pet the Cat-I Love My White Shoes; Pete the Cat-Rocking in My School Shoes; Pete
the Cat and His Four Groovy Button.

Books by Jez Alborough: My Friend Bear; Where’s My Teddy; It’s the Bear.

Books by Caralyn Buehner: Snowmen at Night; Snowmen at Play; Snowmen All Year; Snowmen at
Christmas.

Books by Doreen Cronin: Click, Clack, Moo; Giggle, Giggle, Quack; Click, Clack, Peep.

Books by Eileen Christelow: Five Little Monkeys Sitting in a Tree; Five Little Monkeys Jumping on the
Bed.

Do Something Beautiful for Jesus

Earlier this summer a remarkable story was told by investigative reporter Lee Rood in a series of articles in the
Des Moines Register. Nearly 7,000 refugees have come to lowa from Burma since 2008 and they face
monumental challenges. Government resources fall far short of meeting crucial needs of these invited new
Iowans and there is a need for more lowans to step up and assist by giving their time, skills, financial help, and
donated items.

Rev. John Kline of Zion Lutheran Church, which provides many assistance programs, sums it up well: “We
need a lot more lifeboats.” Sherilyn Rittgers, Parish Nurse at Zion, will speak during the Mission Minutes
portion of all 3 services on August 23" about how Zion is serving our local refugee

population and others, and how YOU can help!
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JROL Bible Blast to the Past Vacation Bible School

Thank You to all those who helped with our community Vacation Bible School
at the Barn, thank you so much for your commitment of time and service. You
have gone above and beyond. You have reached out to families without a
church. You have shared graciously with people you don't know. You have
“Served God, Loved other, and Followed Jesus Christ, in Community.” We had
almost 65 kids from the community!

New Hope UMC’s SonSpark Labs Vacation Bible School
Thank you to all of the hard working VBS volunteers who helped to pull
; off this very successful outreach event. We had over 50 children and youth
tabs lii;il from our church and in the community register for our program. We had
L = over 40 volunteers (both youth and adults) come together to teach, lead
kids from station to station, cook in the kitchen, decorate, take pictures, run
the sound system, clean up and float to wherever they were needed. We
had a great team of directors with Kristi Miller and Andy Sutton leading everything. And we can’t forget to
thank all the individuals that donated items or just prayed for us during the week. Without your hard work,
dedication, and support this would not have been possible. We had a great week and learned about how Jesus
1s God’s plan for us. Our VBS 2015 Mission focus was partnering with Operation Kid-to-Kid with the goal of
providing Thai children’s Bibles for kids in Thailand. For every $4.00 donated, this group places a specially-
designed Thai children’s New Testament in the hands of a child in Thailand. We exceeded our goal and raised
$296.00 which allows us to send 74 New Testament Bibles to Thailand!

IE_’“ﬁSﬁar

Di ing
God's Plan 4U=Jesus!
-, .

Looking forward to VBS 2016...A team will be forming this fall to provide oversight to the planning of
VBS 2016. This way the work of pulling together a huge event like VBS can be shared among multiple people
instead of just 1-2 directors. Individuals are not required to help during the week of VBS to be on this planning
team. The commitment will be a few meetings starting in December to pick a theme, and continuing through
July. If you are interested in helping with the overall planning of VBS 2016, please contact
sjacobson@newhopedsm.org.
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christian learning

opportunities

Fall is rlght around the corner ...and our fall ministry programs will

begin before we know it, but we can’t make them happen without your help. See below the list
of positions we are still hoping to fill:

CLT teachers: 1% & 2™ grade (1 adult or youth helper)

3" grade (2 adult teachers) * * * We currently have no teac
can’t find a volunteer, we wi | | have to combi

4"& 5™ grade (1adult helper)

6-8"™ grade (1 adult helper)

Someone to oversee and coordinate our CLT Prayer Partner Ministry
Children’s Worship Leaders (1 adult leader needed)

TGIW Activity leaders (details listed below)
Shepherds/extra floating adults
Kitchen helpers (contact Kim or Mica Wills)
Jr. Blast helpers (contact Pastor Jon)

Please be in prayer about if/how you might be able to help in these areas and contact Sarah Jacobson or
Beth Roff with any questions. We’d love to see some new faces volunteer with our ministries!

Children and Family Ministries Information Spot:

For the month of August you can find the following resources on the bulletin board. The meal time devotion
is titled “Wanted: Map Readers and Time Travelers.” The Parent Resource article is titled “Building Friend-
ships with Your Younger Children.” If you have any ideas or suggestions for Parent Resources or topics
you’d like to see, please contact sjacobson@newhopedsm.org.

Mark your calendar for Rally Day!
September 13th, 2015!
More details to come!
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TGW

TuaNK Gop IT's WEDNESDAY!

TGIW 2015-2016

Wednesdays 5:30-7:15, Dinner and Activities
Curriculum: Power Xpress
Registration forms are now available at the TGIW table. Registration fee of $5/kid or
$10/family will help cover some of our activity costs throughout the year.
September will be here soon and we are anxiously awaiting the start of our new Wednesday
night programs for k 5™ grade! We have some great activities planned this year, but to
make that happen we need some great volunteers too!

Here are some ways you can help:

Our Power Express curriculum will allow our kids to experience Bible stories through
activities such as games, science, storytelling, art, videos, music and cooking. The older
kids will also have opportunities for on -site and off -site mission projects. If you are
interested in leading any of these activities or are available to help during a certain month,
please contact Sarah Jacobson or Anita Gaul and we will get you plugged in, or see the
volunteer sign up list by the TGIW bulletin board. Thanks in advance for your help because
many hands make light work!

Mor e Vacation Bible School pictures can be

pages.
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Jr. BLAST (6th-8th grade) We are needing volunteers to lead the Jr. BLAST group. Your help is greatly
appreciated by all the youth and you can contact the church office at nhfamily@newhopedsm.org.
Join us for our kick-off gathering on Wednesday, September 16, 6-7pm at New Hope UMC!

Sr. BLAST (9th-12th grade) Leaders: Chris Higdon, Charity & McKayla Johnson, and Pam Frey
BLAST@NewHopeDSM.org

What a week! The Senior High BLAST group just returned from their week in Memphis. What a mission trip... This
year the team got the opportunity to learn more about the disciple Andrew, the great introducer, during the week of
worship and devotions. Learning about the disciple Andrew was perfect; given his ministry was known for the works
he did behind the scenes; which was a summary for this year’s services projects the kids worked on. Did you know that
Andrew is responsible for bringing the boy with loaves and fishes to meet Jesus; which is ultimately leads to Jesus feed-
ing the 5,000 people?

= This year the New Hope Group joined up with a group
= from Caldwell, Kansas. The two groups worked together
on a lady’s house. The groups painted the external of the
' house, roofed half of a roof, and mudded and dry walled
94 her kitchen. However, the group worked behind the

e scenes and never got to actually meet the owner of the
house; given she would already be at work when we
started and ended for the day.

Beyond working on the house, the team also got the
opportunity to volunteer at a local food bank; where they
packaged meals for over 400 families on Thursday alone.
The team learned that there is a difference between a food
bank and a food pantry. Theteam(Chr i s Hi gdon,
& McKayla Johnson, Pam Frey,
Ferguson, Brady Jansen, Brianna Johnson, Kate Lichte
would like to share firsthand what they experienced during the trip; during a celebration lunch at New Hope on
August 30th. Please plan now to come hear about their experiences and see the photos from their finished projects.

e o ™ | b |

Here are some upcoming youth events for the next two months:

Aug. 21st @ 8pm ~ Back to School Lock-In

Aug. 30th ~ Memphis Celebration Lunch at New Hope
More information about the above events will be sent out in email and posted on Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/
SeniorHighBlast).
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Men’s Breakfast

Saturday, August 8
at 7:30 a.m. at New Hope.

Women’s Fellowship

Join them on Thursday,
September 17, 9am at church.
All women of New Hope and
JROL are invited.

Questions? Call Betty Holwegner
at 278-8115.

Widow’s Luncheon

Come join us for food and conver-
sation at Panera in Johnston (off of
Merle Hay Road) on

Friday, August 21 at 11:30am.
Also, please be thinking of a new
name for our group. If you need a
ride or have questions, you can
contact

Sharon Smith 515-277-7125 or
Shirley Frus 515-279-1130.

Care Ministry Team

This team ministers to congregation
members who have had new babies,
have been in the hospital, have been
ill or are dealing with grief. This
team meets on a

quarterly basis and will meet on
Thursday, October 8, 10:00am at
New Hope. If you would like to join
the Care Ministry team, please
contact Clarice Rubek or Mary Ann
Rice.

Blood Pressure Check

New Hope is offering free Blood
Pressure checks each month.
September 6, 9:30-11:00am will be
the next BP checks. Come to the
Narthex after each worship

service.

Veterans Helping Veterans

Join us for the following summer gathering:
August 22, 8:30am breakfast with Sgt. Patrick
Perkins and he will be speaking about the Hero’s
Hunting Foundation. All Veterans and spouses are
welcome to join us! If you have questions, please

contact Billy Nuzum at bbnewz54(@gmail.com

Ranas [ | ‘

Summer Softball League
If you are interested in participating, contact Pastor

: Craig Ferguson, craig@newhopedsm.org.

SOFTBALL
SIGN-UP

All games are played at Grace Church, 4200 E 25th

Support Groups

Al-Anon

Every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. in the
Ruby Chapel.

Alcoholics Anonymous

Every Tuesday at Noon in the Ruby
Chapel.

Stroke Club of Iowa

3rd Tuesday of the month
(February - October) at 7 p.m.

Small Groups

Life Group (Bible Study):

Are you looking for a place to
connect with friends, build your
faith, and get support?

Join a Sunday Evening Life Group
(small group):

“All the Places to Go...How Will
You Know?” by John

Ortberg. Sundays 5:30 PM.

1. Pastor Craig & Jody Ferguson’s
6850 NW 54th Ct. Johnston
515.984.0482

or Charity Johnson’s (rotating)
6243 NW 49th St. Johnston
515.720.8299

And

2. Sundays 6:00 PM. Held at Dick
& Netha Pipho’s

712 SE 4th St. Grimes
515.986-4071

St., Des Moines.

Join us for the remaining schedule:

Aug. 4, Tpm, Aug. 13, 7pm Aug. 18, 7pm

o0Cardboar
and Esther Stout.
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Mission News

Thank you to everyone who volunteered to package Meals from the Heartland and those who gave over and above your
pledge. You have helped many hungry children and families in lowa and around the world.

TRINITY UMC AND CFUM are our Mission focuses for August. Trinity United Methodist Church at College and 8™
Street is a veritable Mission in itself. Beside it’s own busy church, it hosts the Children and Family Movement program
(CFUM) for neighborhood children with its Power Breakfasts, and After School/Summer Program for elementary and
middle school children. Trinity also serves an evening meal to neighborhood families, houses the Las Americas church,
and hosts JFON: Justice for our Neighbors, a legal help program for immigrants from all countries. Trinity has been
undergoing a total remodel and update of its historic building. They are still accepting funds to finish projects. If you
would like to give to this, place your check in the offering plate with Trinity UMC on the memo line.

We will be accepting new books for the Power Breakfasts where a mentor reads to a student and the student gets to
keep the book. There are always openings for volunteering to read and help with the breakfast. We will have a basket
on_the Mission table for kindergarten through 4" grade level books for the program.

In the past we have assisted with a noon meal at CFUM during break and a meal for a monthly meeting of the staff of
JFON. We are hoping we can do that once again. There is also an opportunity to prepare and serve an evening meal to
the community. We will have sign up sheets on the Mission Table for that.

Please take advantage of Back to School sales for our Thanksgiving Ingathering School kits. The guidelines are
specific, so please follow the guidelines:

A 3 Notebooks, approx. 8 x 11
A 1 blunt sc2skb28 ¢masal ) A
A1 30 cm metric ruler A 1 ha
A 1 box of 24 crayons (ONLY 2

wide ruled A (210 to 2

1
nd penci l sharpener
4) A 6 unsharpened penc

Put your items in the appropriate basket on the Mission table. Thank you!

Hand of Luke - August 14

SH Ham
SER Broccoli & Rice Casserole
e Dinner Roll / Cookies

The 14th of each month, New Hopers donate food, cook a meal and serve it at the Central lowa Shelter & Services,
downtown.

Sign up in the Fellowship Hall. Cooks meet at the church between 3:00-3:30pm. Servers transport the food to the
Central lowa Shelter & Services at 5:30pm, return by 8:00pm.

When dropping off your non perishables, please see that they are clearly labeled HOL and clearly indicate who it is
from and place on the kitchen counter. Frozen items may be placed on the marked shelves in the industrial freezer. If
possible, please indicate on the sign up sheet where you placed your item(s) (for example, “in pantry”, or “in the
refrig.””). Baked goods should be transferred to a disposable container if possible. Thank you! !

Mission Trip for Adults

Mission Trip to Honduras, February 6-13, 2016. We are looking for more team members to sign up by
September 1. Questions? Or to sign up, please contact Denise Hartford,denisehartford@gmail.com, text or
call 515-890-1406.
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Newsletter B. 15
Mutambara Mission Hospital
Nhedziwa, Zimbabwe
emmanuelflorence @uuplus.com

Dear Brothers and Sisier€hrist,

We send you greetings from Mutambara, Zimbabwe. We do trust our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ that yeuhareasilydoing fine. A
season winds up and harvesting completed, some farmers are getting ready for the winter planting seasorothretheatmstrweek or
has been increasingly cold as it seems that the winter is setting in late relative to previous years.

Few weeks ago the School of Nursing and Midwifery, Mutambara Mission Hospital had the graduation ceremmiaygftinel 43 students
graduands are the Gold medallist (the best student Nationwide, and the Bronze medallist (the 3 best studergdtiatidawide). We ¢
students, the teachers and of course staff our hospital for a job well done. We thank our friends and thoeestvhoa éiridifoted i

the success of this graduation ceremony.

Today witnessed another Ceremony in the hist or §cciediatiddhoft a mb
Mutambara Mission Hospital. Our Hospital was the first of the 23 hospitals which participated nationwideasf@atingopaic@ur bre
is to serve as a model for use throughout the country. For these historic events above, we thank our merhberioohgtaifaeld tea
done. We also give thanks to you all for your support directly Abawdira@ittifhanks, Honour and Glory be to our God for making all
these come our way.

To conclude our news on the activities and visit of the VIMs in Mutambara Mission Centre, the pregnant fathérsim tkedNaiting
were not left out. Right below; they learn to make crochette. Left: student nurses and all interestedrstéff/asstagight the

Top left. A podium is being constructed for the new church in preparation for the instalment and recepti@rpefitite mismDistric

And on the top Right: It is relaxation time with the kids in the Mutambara Mission community. The picturalieiost sfewsvthe ins
District Superintendent. The Bishop is behind at the Podium while the new District Superintends
next to the bishop on the left. The lower row shows other Cabinet Members of the bishop. It wa
that the VIM team had the opportunity to participate in this special church service and occasion
stalling a new District Superintendent.

The visit of the VIMs and their support have been a blessing to the community of the Mutambar
sion. We are really grateful to them and to all those behind the scene who have contributed the
gifts given to Mutambara Mission both in cash and in kind from farm implements and machinery
puters for all the units (Primary and High Schools, the hospital, workshop, and Farm) in the mis
Thanks to God for providing all these to us through you all.

We give thanks to God for our family. Chukwuebuka and his family are doing fine and he is in t
lap of his graduate degree program ending later this year. Osita is starting his graduate degre:
gram this fall. Anulika starts her senior year in college this fall. For all these we give thanks to God.

Prayer Request: Thanks to God for the safe arrival of the Upper New York VIMs in Mutambara yesterday, flarstiacelsisiay and s:
by the end of this week.

That God will direct us in our preparation for itineration in September and to make the itineration a success.

Thanks and God blesd=lorence and Emmanuel Mefor, UMC Missionaries Advance 139917 and 139907 respectively.
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g «~ ¥ Please plan to walk in the

1 I_(‘)VQ apar ad @ Beaverdale Fall Festival
parade to help support New

Hope. We are trying to get as many representatives

from the church as possible. The parade will be on

Saturday, September 19th at 10 am. Contact Eldon

Cross with any questions.

ANNUAL TRIP TO
WALNUT, IA
September 3, 2015

http://www.walnutiowa.org

&Y  All women of NEW HOPE AND
JROL are invited to the annual out-
ing to Walnut, lowa for a day of
fellowship and shopping. Esther Stout has invited us to
visit her shop and the kind Walnut librarians have again
offered the library as a location for our lunch. If you have
concerns about walking far, no problem. The library is
next door to Esther's shop and there are plenty of spots to
sit and visit. Those of you that would like to shop can
take a short walk to the other little shops. The merchants
are busy preparing for our visit.

If you would consider bringing a salad or dessert,
please indicate this on the sign-up sheet. Also, indicate
your preference to drive or ride so we can arrange car
pools. It would be helpful to have reservations done by
Sunday, August 23, so final plans can be made.

We will plan to meet at church at 8:30. Esther will
have coffee and water for us when we arrive. Then there
will be time to shop or visit.

At 11:30 we will gather at the library for our
lunch. After lunch, people can shop if they wish. Each
car will make their own plans for departure.

We hope you can join us for this fun day.

Sign-up at church or contact Carol Harter,
carolannharter(@gmail.com or 274-1467, to make your
reservation.
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Mark your calendars for Saturday, November 14 at New
Hope UMC. This open to the public craft & gift fair
will have crafters or national direct sales companies as
vendors. Interested in being a vendor?

Please contact Tamara Evans at 515-710-9238 or
tamaraevans2(@gmail.com.

50th Anniversary Celebration * Sunday, November 22, 2015, 3 p.m.

In the Beginning Under the Oak Tree.

On behalf of the entire New Hope leadership team, we would like to

invite you and your family to attend our 50th Anniversary Celebration

Event.

Bishop Julius Trimble will be our special guest at the three Sunday

morning services (8:30, 9:30 and 10:45).

The 50" Anniversary Celebration Event will take place on Sun-

day, November 22 at 3pm.
RSVP to the committee at:

newhopeumc50@gmail.com or call

515-289-1343.

Also, we are needing volunteers for the following: Decorations,
Music, Videographer, and Set up/take down. Please email or call to let us know you can help. Thank you!
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Financial Update

Below is the June 2015 General Fund operating report for New Hope and Johnston River of Life.

Due to your generosity and the increase in pledges last year, we were able to reduce the size of the projected
deficit this year. Thank you for your giving and faithfulness in supporting the work and ministries of New
Hope and Johnston River of Life.

New Hope Financial Update Johnston River of Life Financial Update
June 2015 June 2015
Actual Actual
Total Receipts $25,745.21 Total Receipts $4,264.72
Total Expenditures 28.057.02 Total Expenditures 4,233.10
Net Surplus (Deficit) ($2,311.81) Net Surplus (Deficit) $41.62
YTD 2015 YTD 2015
Actual Actual
Total Receipts $162,494.67 Total Receipts $63,851.48
Total Expenditures 162.642.57 Total Expenditures 55.766.52
Net Surplus (Deficit) ($147.90) Net Surplus (Deficit) $8,084.96

Discretionary Fund has been established. The fund will be used by Pastor Jon for parishioner’s extreme needs or
occasionally when people come to the church for help. Your donations toward this fund is greatly appreciated. Please
place your donation in the Wishing Well located by the Welcome Center in the Fellowship Hall.

Johnston River of Life
Worship attendance

Sat Sun total
June 2747 June 28 49 96

New Hope Sunday morning
Worship attendance

8:30 9:30 10:45 total
June 28 71 111 96 278

July 5 35 71 99 205
July 12 40 88 85 213
July 19 55 80 80 215
July 26 28 129 98 255

July 4 no service July 5 32 32
July 11 29 July 12 28 Y4
July 18 54 July 19 32 86
July 25 34 July 26 52 86

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving

New Hope wants to remind you that we offer electronic giving as a way to automate your offering.
To setup online Giving go to www.newhopedsm.org OR www.johnstonriveroflife.org and click

on the donate button. This will direct you securely to set up an automatic donation plan, change

your donation plan, make a one-time donation or view your online donation history. Changes can
be made confidentially at any time. Or if you like, paper authorization forms are located on the ta-
ble in fellowship hall. Please contact the church office for additional information.
If you decide to give electronically, please feel free to pick up a card that says “I give electronically” to put in the
offering plate if you would like to participate in the offertory.
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AUGUST WORSHIP SERIES

For

Such a Tlme

asTNIS

FAITH - PURPOSE - ACTION

We all have defining moments; daily decisions that make a difference in the events of life. So often we
make these decisions without really taking a closer look at the critical consequences we may be setting in
motion, or we negate the possibility that our inaction may cause a worse outcome.

When things seem to be going well for us, it is easy not to rock the boat. For the sake of comfort we choos
silence instead of action. But do we consider who our silence may hurt?

Queen Esther was a woman of such bravery that she chose to risk everything, even her life, to stand up for
what was right. She chose the risk of consequences over the comfort of silence. She was a woman,
empowered by God, put in the right place at the right time, and given the opportunity to make a difference.
Her actions changed the story of the Israelite people, and it still impacts us today.

Esther's decision took great faith. She had to believe that God put her in a place to make a difference. Sh
had to claim that purpose, and she had to take bold and risky action.

Now, we may not be be faced with huge decisions on a daily basis, but | do believe that God is working in
our lives and setting the stage for us to act with faith and purpose, and to make a difference in the lives of
others. It may be as simple taking an hour to visit a friend, mow a yard, or support a neighbor who is
hurting. The smallest action can tell someone that you care.

This month at JROL we will be looking Queen Esther and our own stories.
How is God'®ivine Providencet work to set the stage of our life?
What is required for faithfulHuman Responsibility
Why do we let theAbsurdity of Wickednesdeter us from our purpose?
Do we understand that no matter wh&8alvation is Fulfilled

%fﬁ
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Greeters arrive at worship
service fifteen minutes early
to welcome worshipers.

Lectors read the scripture
lessons for the day at the
8:30 and 10:45 worship
services.

Children’s Church meets
during 9:30 a.m. worship
service in the sanctuary &
1st/2nd grade classroom.
Volunteers read a Bible story
to the children and supervise
craft and play time.

Hosts bake or purchase 6 to 8
dozen cookies and use 3 to 5
dozen cookies from the tall,
silver freezer in the supply
room. (no peanuts/nuts),
and serve coffee and water
after the 9:30 contemporary
and 10:45 traditional
worship services. After fel-
lowship time the hosts wash,
dry, and put away the cookie
platters, rinse out and dry
the coffee canisters, and
take the trash out to the
trash bin. When you sign up
to host, a letter from New
Hope will be mailed to you
before you host with instruc-
tions on how to host.

If you are interested in
volunteering for any of these
positions, please call

Nancy Monthei, church
secretary, at 278-2097.
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Those who serve New Hope in August

8:30am
Traditional Service

Greeters
2 John & Jody Rains
9

16

23

30

Lectors

2

9 Cathy Short
16 Billy Nuzum
23 Cathy Short
30

Traditional Service Callers

2 Bob & Marlys Borcherdir 2

9 Norma Sutton

16 Bob & Marlys Borcherdir 9

23 Norma Sutton

30 Bob & Marlys Borcherdir 16

Contemporary Service Caller 23

2 Eldon Cross

9 Rod & Lynette Cook
16 Eldon Cross
23 Rod & Lynette Cook
30 Eldon Cross

9:30am
Contemporary Service

10:45am
Traditional Service

Greeters Greeters
2 2 Freda Ruleman
9 9 Bob & Ann Krause
16 16
23 23
30 30
Lectors Lectors
2 2 Linda Yaske
9 9 Jon Verner
16 16 Billy Nuzum
23 23 Freda Ruleman
30 30 Barb Mather
*Hosts *Hosts

2 Meals from the Heartlan 2
9 Glenna Ross/Lee Ross = 9
16 John & Joyce Turek 16
23 Melisa & Larry Forbes 23
30 Sr. BLAST 30

Andy Sutton

Lynn & Jan Davisson
Esther Stout

Sr. BLAST

Money Counters
DeVonne Douglas, Rant

Jansen, Ron Zoss

Clark Howland, Rick

Homard, Larry Wood

Jerry Kielsmeier, thank you for volunteering
Kim Traylor, John Burrol ¢ help with the worship
Tony & Tracy Hoffman, seryices. If something comes

Glenna Ross | up and you have a conflict,
30 DeVonne Douglas, Ran please contact another
Jansen, Ron Zoss .
church member to switch
with you and call the church
office with the changes (278-
2097).

Pal Friday: 9 a.m.

7 Norma Sutton
14 Marge Carnahan
21 Pat Papenheim
28 Kay Goff

Meals from the Heartland



WORSHIP SERVICES
New Hope UMC, Sunday mornings: 8:30, 9:30, 10:45

Johnston River of Life
Spm Saturdays and 10am Sundays at Beaver Creek
Elementary in Johnston
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
2 Holy Communion 3 4 5 6 7 1
Meals from the Heartland 9:30a, Sr. Singers practice Office Vol: Norma Sutton | Meals from the Heartland
9:30a, Alanon set up
Noon, AA
7:00p, JROL Mtg., Ruby
7:00p, Trustees Mtg, 7:45p, Praise Team Chapel 8

(@ Parsonage

7:00p, Softball

7:30a, Men’s Breakfast

1p, or 6:30p, Women’s
Bible Study @ Sharon
Smith’s home

practice

7:45p, Praise Team

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Guest Preacher: Wayne 9:30a, Sr. Singers practice Office Vol: Marge
Clark 9:30a, Alanon Carnahan
Noon, AA 7:00p, Worship Design 6:30p, Harvest Dinner &
Mtg., Ruby Chapel Auction Mtg., Ruby
7:00p, Finance Mtg., Ruby Chapel
Chapel 7:45p, Praise Team 3:30p, Hand of Luke
7p, Softball
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Food Pantry Sunday Deadline for Sept. LINK 9:30a, Alanon Office Vol: Pat Papenheim | 8:30a, Veteran’s Breakfast
Noon, AA at church
New Members received 11:30a, Widow’s Luncheon
and lunch 7:00p, Stroke Club 6:30p, Chancel Choir at Panera in Johnston
7:00p, Softball practice .
7:00p, Sr. BLAST lock in
7:45p, Praise Team
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
9:30a, Sr. Singers practice Office Vol: Kay Goff
11:00a, Teacher Training 9:30a, Alanon 9a-11a, Women at the
Meeting, Ruby Chapel Noon, AA 6:00p, Confirmation Well Re-entry mtg., Ruby
6:30p, Chancel Choir Dessert/Information Mtg. Chapel
practice
7:00p, SPRC Mtg., Ruby 7:00p, Administrative
Chapel 7:45p, Praise Team Council Mtg., Ruby Chapel
30 31 September 1 September 2 September 3 September 4 September 5
9:30a, Sr. Singers practice Office Vol: Marilyn
Sr. BLAST celebration 9:30a, Alanon Osborn
lunch Noon, AA 6:30p, Chancel Choir Women’s Trip to Walnut,

1A

7:00p, JROL Mtg., Ruby
Chapel

Happy Birthday to you!!

“May God’s many blessings, be yours the year through.”

1  Anita Gaul, Melisa Forbes, Jeffrey Duis,
Jackie Johnson, Jackson Zimmerman
Ryan Dickey, Carly Mohrman

Mona Kirkpatrick

AW

5 Chibs Ukabiala, Joyce Turek,
Victoria Siffin, Evelyn O’Brien
6  Gus Skovgard, Jamie Carlson

3

Richard Pipho

8  Georgia Wilson, Owen Johnston,
Patricia Ahnen, Tammy Dann

Bev Kile, Megan Madison, Allison

Lucy Wilmoth, Sheldon Stout, Linda

Kilee DeBates, Triston Nearmyer,

10
Lemke
11
Cooley
12 Joe Hoffman
13 Todd McGinnity, Judy Stout,
Allison Christensen
14 David Cossa
15 Zoe Goodson, Lucille Thomsen
16

Burrough

Gary Stubbs, Chandler Heiser, Carolyn

page 16 August 2015

Happy Anniversary!

18 Jodi Christensen, Brock Moore, Marilyn g Jcor:g iLaJt(})ldysl}?lzrr%uson
Rapp, Carsten Thompson 6 Jeffrey & Byeth Merrill
19 Annabelle Carrigan, Monica Johnson 7 Cha d}:& Alissa Strauss
20 Margaret Hemphill, Katie Rock, 8 Tim & Brenda McCulle
Darlene Caldwell, Camryn Krebs 9 Lvle & Dawn Pritchar dy
21 Tim Welter, Chris Hartung, 14 Richard & Charlene Cobb
Katarina Moore, Dan Hitchcock 16 Bill & Pam Gibbons
22 Cari Gregg, Sophia Garside 17 Kurt & Angie Eaves
23 Deb Cale, Nancy Wiles, Jessica Stern, 20 Bob & SuegSoards
Roger D.a nn 24 David & Kate Cossa
24 Carey Hinman, Karen Johnston, 25 Mark & Leah Scherer
Brendon Riley, Stephanie Alcorn, Bryce 27 Jerry & Linda Kielsmeier
Krebs 29 Jody & Darla Wolfe
25 Esther Stout, Greg Meyers 30 William & Katie Rock
26 Andrew Bogue, Owen Weih 31 Dan & Lucy Wilmoth
27 Kadence Wigant Y
28 Donna Kinsey, Cameron Christensen,
Karen Campbell, Bradyn Johnson
29 Suzie Martz, Catherine Leyda, James | f you see that y d
Louk, Armenta Buckingham, Brandin please call t h e2 0c9h
0 I{OhHSODn. Sorm Fairchild or email at nhfami
ynn Davisson, Sam Fairchi
31 Ethan Johnston, Guelda King so we can update d

Cc —ccC
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As I write this, I'm just about to head out for my twentieth Ragbrai (the Des
Moines Register's Annual Great Bike Ride Across lowa). I'm reminded of my
best friend who talked me into going on my first Ragbrai back in 1980. Jeff
was my best friend from Jr. High School on. I'll spare you the stories of our
| RIDING A BICTCOLE. misadventures, but there are some good ones. I last rode Ragbrai with Jeff the
summer of 2009. I remember that ride fondly, even as I feel guilty for the times
I crabbed at him to hurry up (he was chronically late for everything). It was the
last Ragbrai I rode with Jeff because on May 2, 2010, I received the most
shocking news of my life. Jeff died in a fall from a ladder while working on his
house in Chattanooga, TN.

My grief over Jeff’s death surprised me in its intensity. Even now, five years
later, I still have a variety of strong feelings. I have experienced grief in
relation to other deaths close to me, including my parents'. However, this is the
closest sudden death of someone my age I have experienced and it threw me for
a loop. It helped me to realize the different types of grief we may experience.
As a pastor, [ have been with many families in times of death, but now I see
how friends are also greatly affected and also grieve such losses. Maybe I have
neglected pastoral care for friends as well as family.

Jeff’s death also reminds me of the uncertainty of this earthly life. I’m not just writing this as therapy for myself, but to
make a point that I think we often miss or overlook. The point is that this life is a gift for however long we have it and
the people in our lives are gifts for however long we have them and we need to enjoy life and the people in our lives
much more than we (or at least I) do.

From last July until May, I had no funeral services here at New Hope. Now, from May to July, I've had four, including
the tragic death of Matt McCulley. Counseling is always appropriate and often needed to deal with such loss. On Sun-
day, July 12, we arranged for Chaplain Don Elly to come to New Hope and facilitate a time of sharing and processing
about the loss of Matt. We had around sixty people come and share and, although there is no resolution or easy answers,
I think it was beneficial for that group to just be together. Don Elly shared with me that it could be helpful for churches
to have a regular time for people to gather and address grief. We do have annual observances that we could emphasize
more during Memorial Day weekend and All Saint's Day in November.

I'm open to sharing and offering whatever may be most helpful to you; one on one, small group, workshops, seminars.
Please let me know if you have any needs or concerns in this or any other area and we'll talk.

Blessings,

Pastor Jon Gaul

o Lt

August Theme -- "The Re Newing of the Spirit"

August 2 Title: "A New Gift" Script.: Ephesians 4:1-16; Holy Communion

August 9 Title: "A New Attitude" Script.: Ephesians 4:25-5:2 Guest Preacher: Pastor Wayne Clark
August 16 Title: “A New Wisdom” Script: Ephesians 5:15-20

August 23 Title: "A New Armor" Script.: Ephesians 6:10-20

August 30 Title: "A New Life" Script.: James 1:17-27
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Sunday Worship Services at New Hope
8:30am Traditional Service

9:30am Contemporary Service
10:45am Traditional Service

Johnston River of Life Casual Worship Services
Currently meeting at Beaver Creek Elementary,
8701 Lyndhurst Drive, Johnston

Saturdays at 5:00 pm
Sundays at 10am

Serve God - Love Others : Follow Jesus

www.newhopedsm.org ¢ www.johnstonriveroflife.org

Church Staff

Pastor: Jon Gaul

Outreach Pastor: Craig Ferguson

Director of Music: Eldon Cross

Children's Ministries Coordinator: Sarah Jacobson
Office Administrator: Nancy Monthei

Nursery Attendant: Michele Krebs

Custodian: Chuck VanDyke

Church Office Hours

Mon-Fri: 8:00am - 4:30pm

E-mail Information

Church addresshfamily@newhopedsm.org
Jon Gauljgaul@newhopedsm.org

Craig Ferguson: craig@newhopedsm.org

Nancy Monthei: nancy@newhopedsm.org

Sarah Jacobson: sjacobson@newhopedsm.org
Eldon Cross: eldon@newhopedsm.org

Find Us
Phone: (515) 278-2097
4525 Beaver Avenue ® Des Moines, |A 50310

find us on facebook!
Visit the website to find our facebook link.

The Link newsletter is a monthly publication.

Editor: Nancy Monthei, Reporters: New Hope Church family
Please contact the church office at 278-2097 if you have a change in
address or would like to be taken off the LINK mailing list.
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