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On Sunday, February 11, we will have a CELEBRATION on this last Sunday before the  
season of Lent begins.  We are calling it MARDI GRAS SUNDAY! 
     Mardi Gras is the name for the day before Lent, which begins on Ash Wednesday  
(February 14 this year).  Being on a Tuesday, Mardi Gras is a French phrase meaning  
Fat Tuesday.  This name is because of  the practice of having one last night of eating richer, 
fatty foods before the ritual fasting of the Lenten season.  This is why it is often celebrated 
with the serving of pancakes. 
     The day is also called Shrove Tuesday (widely known as Pancake Day).  The expression 
"Shrove Tuesday" comes from the word shrive, meaning "confess".  Shrove Tuesday is  
observed by many Christians, including Anglicans, Lutherans, Methodists and Roman  
Catholics, who make a special point of self-examination, of considering what wrongs they 
need to repent, and what areas of life and spiritual growth they need to ask God's help in  
dealing with. 
     Mardi Gras is known for parades, pageants, costumes, masked balls, and people dancing in 
the streets.  Wearing of masks and beads is a tradition of Mardi Gras.  The colors of Mardi 
Gras are purple (representing justice), green (representing faith), and gold (representing 

power). 
     Mardi Gras celebrations we hear about in New Orleans and elsewhere can get carried away, but churches celebrate it in its  
religious intent to celebrate God's blessings and prepare for the more subdued and introspective season of Lent. 
     Our celebration of Mardi Gras at New Hope will be through our music, message, and decorations on Sunday, February 11, at all 
three services (8:30, 9:30, 10:45).  We encourage you to invite your relatives, friends, neighbors, co-workers, and everyone to  
celebrate with us!  This will be a joyous and uplifting service as we prepare for Lent. 
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Prayer Chain Request 

If you have a prayer chain  
request, please call Jan Davisson 
at 251-4894 or the church office 
at 278-2097. 

Thank You 
 

Loving New Hope family, 
We enjoyed greetings from many of 
you, especially from a group of  
children.  Please accept our greetings 
and best wishes for the New Year.  
Thank you, 
Bhanu & Ambrose Moses 
 
Happy Holidays to our Family 
Church 
This belated card is absorbed with all 
the many holiday blessings and  
magical times we enjoyed through the 
reading of your beautiful cards from 
the church family and the wonderful 
cards from the great Womenôs  
Fellowship delivered by our lovely 
Sharon Lewis.  We appreciate every 
card and wanted to thank each of you.  
Thanks for your prayers and get 
wells. 
Love & Blessings 
Dale & Laura Myers 
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Prayer Concern  
Arny Larsen; Billy Nuzum;  
Pat Papenheim; Teresa Garside; 
Gerald Perdue; Vickey Cary;  
Linn Redding; Olive Walker;  
Bishop Laurie Haller;  
District Superintendent, Rev. 
Heecheon Jeon; District Field Out-
reach Minister, Naomi Sea Young 
Wittstruck; Dr. Emmanuel Mefor, 
missionary. 
 
Prayers for the following  
military personnel:  Kelsey Bartley; 
Dawn Bernal; Jason Homard;  
Cory Larson; Adam Larson; Joshua 
Larson; Zach McClain; Mike 
McGhee; Todd McGinnity; Tyler 
McGinnity; Derek Monthei;  
Christopher Moore; Matthew 
Plourde; Anthony Plourde; Tim 
Rains; Devan Stanton; Jared  
Stanton; and our national and world 
leaders, our military and their  
families. 
 

Our Sympathy 
Our sympathy to Dale Myers on the 
passing of his wife, Laura Myers. 
 

Birth 
Congratulations to Seth & Lacey 
Fulton on the birth of their  
daughter, Alba Lynn Fulton.  Alba 
was born on December 28, 2017.  
She joins, at home, her big brothers 
Liam & Oliver, and her big sister 
Eden. 
 

Thank You 
 
A big "Thank You" from our 
church staff to the New Hope and 
Johnston River of Life congrega-
tions for their very generous  
Christmas gifts and greetings.   
     You have overwhelmed us with 
your thoughtfulness and support 
through the past year.   
     Blessings to all of you!  

 

 

Boy Scouts 

Sunday,  

February 4 

All Boy Scouts and 
leaders are  
encouraged to  

 wear their Boy Scout uniforms for 
Boy Scout Sunday on February 4. 
 

ñWhat do I have?ò 
 

What do I have, Lord, that you would need me as a servant?  
 

Eyes, he said,  
to see the beauty in all that Iôve made ð and my children as they travel lifeôs 
highway.  
 

Hands, he said,  
to reach out and touch hurting souls, to give a hug or encouraging pat on the 
back.  
 

Feet, he said,  
to lead my children through this world of strife and to help them run from sin 
and follow me.  
 

Mouth, he said,  
to lift up your voice and sing praises to me so others may hear the joy in your 
heart.  
 

Ears, he said,  
to listen to my still, small voice of love and to hear my children when they cry 
for help.  
 

Heart, he said,  
so you may know the full love of my Spirit and love my children as I have 
loved you.  
 

ðThomas Butler  


