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Childrenôs Program ~ Sunday, December 8th.  The Childrenôs Ministry will be featured at the 10am  
service with our Praise Band. 
 
Christmas Open House ~ Saturday, December 14th.  Join Pastor Amy Johnson and her family at the  
Parsonage for an Open House 2pm - 4pm.  They look forward to Christmas together! 
Parking ~ There is not enough room on the parsonage lane for everyone to park. Please park in the church 
parking lot and walk to the parsonage. We will arrange for cars to drive people from the East Entrance to the 
parsonage and back. 
 
Christmas Music ~ Sunday, December 15th.  The Chancel Choir will share their Christmas music offerings 
at the 11am service.  
 
Christmas Cookie Walk ~ Sunday, December 15th, 9am - 11am. We provide the box for you to fill for 
$10 per box. 
 
Community Jazz Center Big Band presents Holiday Music ~ Sunday, December 15th, 2-4 PM.  This 
event is open to the public in our Family Life Center. Enjoy two hours of your favorite holiday tunes jazzed 
up by the CJC Big Band. Free-will donation. Please invite your friends!  
 
Preshia & Janet ñSing the Seasonò - A Christmas Program ~ Saturday, December 21st, 2pm ï 
4pm.  Songs include your favorite traditional, modern and classic Christmas songs that you love to hear and 
sing! A love offering will be accepted, and donation items for the Little Food Pantry are welcome. Christmas 
treats and hot apple cider will be provided. Come and feel and hear the songs of the season. 
  
Candlelight Christmas Eve Services ~ Tuesday, December 24th.  
Remembering Godôs greatest surprise gift to the world, the birth of our Messiah.   
5:30pm ï Family oriented Christmas Eve service, in the Family Life Center, will have fun elements for  
children and families.  
7:30pm ï Our traditional Christmas Eve service will feature our musicians and Holy Communion in the 
Sanctuary. 
 
Sunday, December 29th, 10am ~ One Worship Service in the Family Life Center.   

Christmas Events ~ Join Us!  



Prayer Chain Request 
If you have a prayer chain  
request, please call Glenna Ross 
at 515-321-3010 email at  
glenna625@hotmail.com or the 
church office at 515-278-2097.  
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Our Prayers for ~ 
(Please call the church office if you or 
your loved one want to be taken off the 
list.)  

 

Healing from Cancer:  
Barb Mather, Kristin Welter, Barb 
Agan, Sara Robinson, David 
Ruleman, Julie Mericle,  
Ralph Saunders 
 

Healing from Physical Issues:  
Marilyn Osborn, Freda Ruleman,  
Jim Mather, Jim Bolstad,  
James Russell, Dorothy Davenport, 
Evelyn Nold, Patricia Smith, Mike 
Aasheim Osborne  
 

Military:  Devan Stanton, Hunter 
Schmidt, Joshua Ruleman, Jacob  
Gerlach, Brycen Gerlach, Michael 
Craighton, Clayton Hults, Zach 
McClain  
 

Baptism ~  
Congratulations to Collins Joy Kealhofer, daughter of Adam and Brittany 
Kealhofer, who was baptized on November 17th. 
 

Please Welcome Our New Members to our  
Church Family! 
At the 9am service on November 10th, the  
Mau family was received into the New Hope 
UMC membership!   
Welcome Devon, Jayme, Devon & Charleigh!! 
They come to New Hope by transfer from  
Aldersgate UMC. 
 
 

Thank You ~  
New Hope ~ 
Thank you so much for the beautiful Noahôs Ark quilt for Collins. And 
thank you for the wonderful meal from the Care Team. It was very  
appreciated! 
The Kealhofer family 
 
 
New Hope ~  
We are very grateful for all of the 194 food donations to the Little Food 
Pantry.  It made our 55th anniversary really special. 
Don & Trudy Gurnsey 

Wishing you the  
Spirit of Christmas which is 

Peace  

The Blessing of Christmas which is  

Hope  

From the Heart of Christmas which is 

Christ  

Let us then meditate upon the Nativity just as we see it happening in our own babies.  
I would not have you contemplate the deity of Christ, the majesty of Christ, but rather 
his flesh. Look upon the baby Jesus. Divinity may terrify people. Inexpressible       
majesty will crush them. That is why God took on our human flesh and blood, that 
God should not terrify us but rather that with love and favor God would console and 
comfort us.  ðMartin Luther 
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#ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ #ÏÏËÉÅ 7ÁÌË ͯ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ρυÔÈȟ ωÁÍ - ρρÁÍ   
3ÈÁÒÅ ÓÏÍÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÃÈÅÅÒ ÂÙ ÄÏÎÁÔÉÎÇ ÈÏÍÅ-ÂÁËÅÄ  
ÃÏÏËÉÅÓȟ ÂÁÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÎÄÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ .Å× (ÏÐÅ #ÏÏËÉÅ 7ÁÌËȦ  
3ÉÇÎ ÕÐ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÍÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ &ÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ (ÁÌÌ ÔÏ ÌÅÔ ÕÓ ËÎÏ× ÙÏÕ 
×ÉÌÌ ÄÏÎÁÔÅȢ 4ÈÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÃÏÏËÉÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÈÁÖÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÆÕÎ ÆÏÒ  
ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȦ 

 

)Æ ÙÏÕ ÕÓÅ ÐÅÁÎÕÔ ÂÕÔÔÅÒ ÏÒ ÎÕÔÓȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÌÅÁÒÌÙ ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÅ ÉÔ 
×ÈÅÎ ÄÅÌÉÖÅÒÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÏÏËÉÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȢ  

 

%ØÁÍÐÌÅÓ ÏÆ ÈÏÍÅ-ÂÁËÅÄ ÉÔÅÍÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÄÏÎÁÔÉÎÇ ÁÒÅȡ  
ÓÕÇÁÒ ÃÕÔÏÕÔ Ǫ ÄÅÃÏÒÁÔÅÄ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÃÏÏËÉÅÓȟ ÇÉÎÇÅÒÓÎÁÐÓȟ 
ÃÈÏÃÏÌÁÔÅ ÃÈÉÐȟ ÃÈÏÃÏÌÁÔÅȟ ÏÁÔÍÅÁÌȟ ÌÅÍÏÎȟ ÃÁÎÄÙ ÃÁÎÅȟ  
/ÒÅÏ ÂÁÌÌÓȟ +ÒÉÎÇÌÁȟ ÄÉÐÐÅÄ ÐÒÅÔÚÅÌ ÒÏÄÓȟ ÅÔÃȢ  
7Å ÁÌÓÏ ÉÎÖÉÔÅ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÂÁÒÓ ɉÐÒÅ-ÃÕÔɊ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÎÄÙ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÃÁÒÁÍÅÌÓȟ ÆÕÄÇÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÏÆÆÅÅȢ 4ÈÅÓÅ ÁÒÅ ÏÎÌÙ 
ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ×Å ËÎÏ× ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÍÁÎÙȟ ÍÁÎÙ ÍÏÒÅ ÙÕÍÍÙ ÉÄÅÁÓȦȦ  

 

(ÅÒÅͻÓ ÈÏ× ÔÈÅ ÅÖÅÎÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÒÉÎÇ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÃÈÅÅÒ ÔÏ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȡ  
¶ 3ÉÇÎ ÕÐ ÔÏ ÄÏÎÁÔÅ ÈÏÍÅ-ÂÁËÅÄ ÃÏÏËÉÅÓȟ ÂÁÒÓ ÏÒ ÃÁÎÄÙ  
¶ $ÅÌÉÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÍÅ-ÂÁËÅÄ ÇÏÏÄÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÏÎ &ÒÉÄÁÙ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ρσÔÈ ωȡππÁÍ-ρρȡππÁÍȟ  3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙȟ 
$ÅÃȢ ρτÔÈȟ ρςÐÍ - ςÐÍȢ  

¶ 0ÕÒÃÈÁÓÅȢ  /Î 3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ $ÅÃȢ ρυȟ ωÁÍ-ρρÁÍȟ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÉÓ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ #ÏÏËȤ
ÉÅ 7ÁÌËȦ  

¶ 7ÁÌË ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÃÈÏÏÓÅ ÃÏÏËÉÅÓȟ ÐÌÁÃÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍ ÉÎ Á ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ 3ÔÙÒÏÆÏÁÍ ÂÏØ  
ɉÓÉÚÅ ω Ø ω Ø σɊȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÅ ΑρπȢππ ÐÅÒ ÂÏØȢ 4ÈÅ ×ÈÏÌÅ ÂÏØ ÆÕÌÌ ÆÏÒ Αρπ ÁÓ ÌÏÎÇ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÄ ÃÁÎ ÃÌÏÓÅȢ %ÎȤ
ÊÏÙȦ )ÔͻÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÁÓÙ ÆÏÒ ÓÏÍÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÃÈÅÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÏÒ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÁÓ Á ÇÉÆÔȦ  *ÏÉÎ ÕÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÅÖÅÎÔȦ    
0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÎÏÔÅȦ /ÕÒ ÐÒÉÃÅÓ ÈÁÖÅ .%6%2 ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅÄ ÂÕÔ ×Å ÁÃÃÅÐÔ ÍÏÒÅȦ 

Staff Christmas Giving 
On behalf of the Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee,  
Co-Chairs Sue Soards & Randy Jansen, are asking you to join 
the New Hope family in making a special contribution towards 
Christmas gifts to the New Hope staff.  

 

This is a long-standing New Hope tradition that allows us to  
express our thanks and gratitude for everything they have done 
for us this past year.  We will present Pastor Amy,  
Pastor Wendy and staff with gifts from all of us on Sunday,  
December 15th.  

 

If you wish to contribute to these gifts from the congregation, you may drop it in the offering in your  
designated envelope, or send it to the church office by December 8th.  

 

If you are contributing by check please make it payable to New Hope UMC and note ñStaff giftò in the memo 
line. 
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Year-End Reminder 
All giving to the church for recording on your 2024 statements should be received  
no later than December 31, 2024 to be posted to the individual giving records for 
the year 2024.  Thank you! 

2025 Offering Envelopes 
Your 2025 Offering Envelopes will be available by December 22nd. 
If you did not indicate on your 2024 pledge sheet that you want offering  
envelopes and would like to have them, please contact the church office by December 15th,  
515-278-2097. 
 

2025 Altar Flower Calendar  
For the Traditional Services (9:00 & 11:00), if you would like to have flowers on the  
altar in celebration of a birthday, anniversary, graduation, or in honor or in memory of 
a loved one, please sign up on the flower calendar which is located across from church 
office.  The flowers are $50.00 per Sunday and you may take your flowers home after 
the 11:00 service. 

Undecorating our church will be December 29th after the 10 a.m. service.   
Please stay after the service and help us take down our Christmas decorations.  
Many hands make light work!   Itôs also a good time for fellowship! 
Thank you!   
Questions? Please contact Pam Frey, at yayafrey@gmail.com or 515-490-8440. 
 
 

Want to sing or play? Then here's the "perfect pitch."  
If you would like to volunteer to sing in the choir and/or sing or play a 
special for one of our traditional services at 9am or 11am, send a      
personal email to preshia@msn.com and put MUSIC FOR NEW 
HOPE in the subject line. In the message include your name, number 
and what you are interested in doing, and you will be contacted.   
 

If you're interested in singing or playing along with the Praise Band, 
you're right in time and on key! Starting in January, there will be a   
volunteer sign-up sheet for up to 3 people (ANY age) each Sunday 
wanting to sing or play backup for the Praise Band during worship 
songs. It'll just be like singing with the congregation, only you'll get to 
sing along with the singers on the worship platform. Ask all your questions in the email, and more details about 
this will be provided.  

mailto:yayafrey@gmail.com
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Thank you to everyone who made the Diversity Celebration possible! 

We saw people from many different countries and places, from different denominations and backgrounds, and from different genders 
and political leanings, all gathered to celebrate the beauty and wisdom of our differences. We rejoice in the great participation this 
year, but we are sorry some of you had to miss out on this amazing opportunity. May you find extra spaces to applaud diversity until 
we can celebrate together again!  
Special thanks to all who not only attend, but who cooked, performed, translated, supported things behind the scenes, set up, and 

cleaned up for the event! We'll done, good and faithful servants!  God has indeed been glorified!  

Campus Fall Cleanup is now complete! 

Our campus looks 
great. Leaves were 
gathered, dead 
branches and bushes 
removed, windows 
washed, weeds 
pulled, flowers dead-
headed, bushes 
trimmed. A 20 cubic 
feet dumpster was 
filled with yard debris. 
A special thank you 
to John Rains, Gary 
Stubbs and Pam Frey 
and Dawn Bachelder 
who vacuumed 
leaves on Thursday 
November 7th. 

The weather didnôt cooperate for us to continue our cleanup on  
Saturday, November 9th. We postponed to Saturday, November 16th. 
We had a group of dedicated New Hopers that completed this Fallôs 
Cleanup. Pastor Amy, Don Gurnsey, Ruth Doxon, John Rains,  
Steven Schutter, Mike Wakeman, Sue and Bob Soards, Armenta 
Buckingham, David Montgomery, Doug Fairchild, Pam Frey,  
Nan and Gary Stubbs, Jack Habick, Joey and Jim Bolstad.  
A delicious lunch was provided by John Dickerson, Jody Rains,  
Mel Forbes, Jackie Johnson, Pam Frey and Nan Stubbs. 
Sincerely, New Hope United Methodist Trustees  
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Childrenôs Ministry (Sunday School & TGIW) Updates  
by Jackie Johnson, Children & Youth Ministries Coordinator  jackie@newhopedsm.org or (515)710-3239 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ tǊŜY-тǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ млΥлл ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƭŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎπ

ǊƻƻƳΦ Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƻƴ ŀ ƻƴŜ-ǝƳŜ ƻǊ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ōŀǎƛǎΗ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǘŀōƭŜ 
ŀƴŘ ŜȄƛǘ ǘƻ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǝƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŜƴŘΦ  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ уǘƘΗ hǳǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ¢DL² ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ млΥллŀƳ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎƛƊ ƻŦ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ƳǳǎƛŎΦ 5ǳŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ уǘƘΦ  
мнκмр ς ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ tŀǊǘȅΗ  
мнκнн ς wŜƎǳƭŀǊ Ŏƭŀǎǎ 
мнκнф ς ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƴƻ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ōǊŜŀƪΦ   

 

hǳǊ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǿŀȅΦ ¢I!bY ¸h¦ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ {ƘŜǊǊƛ 
.ƻƎǳŜΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ DƻŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ 
¢ƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǎ bǳƳōŜǊǎ сΥнпΣ ά¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ōƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ȅƻǳΦέ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ƎǊŀǝǘǳŘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ   

 

/ƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƻǳǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƛǎ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΥ  
²hb59wΥ Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ DƻŘ ǘŀƪŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΚ 
5hΥ ²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴǎΦ ¢Ƙƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƛǘΗ  
tw!¸Υ  5ŜŀǊ DƻŘΣ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ  
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ IŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ !ƳŜƴΗ  

 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎǝƭƭ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŦƻǊ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ с όaŀǊŎƘ но-!ǇǊƛƭ нлύ ƻŦ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 
{ŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΗ ¸ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ р ǿŜŜƪǎ ƛƴ ŀ Ǌƻǿ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ млΥлл ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΗ  
LŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ 
WŀŎƪƛŜ ƪƴƻǿΦ   

DŜǩƴƎ ŎǊŜŀǝǾŜ  
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 
{ŎƘƻƻƭ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ  
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΗ  
²Ŝ ƳŀŘŜ Ǉƛƭƭƻǿǎ 
ŀƴŘ Ƴƻƻƴ ŘƻǳƎƘ 
ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ 
ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘϥǎ  
ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ  
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  

mailto:jackie@newhopedsm.org
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hǳǊ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ¢DL² ƎǊƻǳǇ ƘŀŘ ŀ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ 
ŦƻǊΗ ²Ŝ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǾƛǎƛǝƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀǘ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ !ǾŜΦ  
tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ƘƛƭŘ  
ǇŀŎƪŀƎƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘΗ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǊ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇŀŎƪ  

нрл ƎƛƊǎΗ hǳǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ .ǊŜŀƪ ǿŜǊŜ 
ǎǇŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦŀƭƭκƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ 
DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ¢I!bY{Φ  

 

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ bƛƎƘǘ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΥ  
сΥлл-сΥолǇƳ- 5ƛƴƴŜǊ  
сΥол-тΥолǇƳ ς .ǊŜŀƪƻǳǘ ¢ƛƳŜǎ όtǊŜY-рǘƘΣ WǊΦ ŀƴŘ {ǊΦ .[!{¢ύ  
тΥол-уǇƳ- tǳǇǇŜǘǎ ϝоǊŘ DǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǳǇ  

 

мнκп- {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ CƛǊǎǘΣ !ƭƭ DǊƻǳǇ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΗ hǳǊ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ 
ŀǊŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŎŀǊƻƭƛƴƎ ŀǘ 9ŘŜƴŎǊŜǎǘ ŎŀǊŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴ 
WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦŜǎǝǾŜ ƻǊ ǊŜŘκƎǊŜŜƴΦ  
²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜ bŜǿ IƻǇŜ ŀǘ сΥнлǇƳ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ŀǘ тΥолǇƳΦ  

 

мнκмм- {ŀƴǘŀΩǎ !ǩŎ- ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ 
ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΗ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊπ
ƻǳǎ ƎƛƊǎ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴΦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
ōǊƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ Ϸр ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎƛƊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  

 

мнκму- /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ tŀǊǘȅ- ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 
 ǿƛǘƘ ŎǊŀƊǎΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƻƪƛŜ  
ŘŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎΗ  

 

мнκнр ŀƴŘ мκм- bƻ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ŜƴƧƻȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ōǊŜŀƪΗ 

SANTAõS ATTIC IS COMING!!  
{ŀƴǘŀ ƛǎ ōǳǎȅ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǩŎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ōŜǧŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŜǾŜǊΗ ¢ƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǿŜ 
ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇΗ  
hƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ммǘƘΣ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎƘƻǇπ
ǇƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŜŀŎƘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ Ϸр ŀƴŘ Řƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ǿǊŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƛǎ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŎƘƻƻǎŜΦ  
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ [h±9Χ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǿŜ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǎƘƻǇǇŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΗ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ƴŜǿ ƻǊ ƎŜƴǘƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ 
ƛǘŜƳǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻǊ ƳƻƴŜǘŀǊȅ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƎƛƊǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ {ŀƴǘŀΩǎ !ǩŎΦ  
²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜ ƎƛƊ ōŀƎǎΣ ǘŀǇŜΣ ǝǎǎǳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿǊŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǇŀǇŜǊΦ  
¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜ Wh¸ ƻŦ ƎƛƊ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΗ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǝƴƎ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ {ŀƴǘŀΩǎ !ǩŎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ уǘƘΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŶŎŜ ƻǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ōǳƭƭŜǝƴ ōƻŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ 
ƘŀƭƭΦ  
vǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΚ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ WŀŎƪƛŜ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ ŀǘ ƧŀŎƪƛŜϪƴŜǿƘƻǇŜŘǎƳΦƻǊƎ ƻǊ όрмрύтмл-онофΦ 
aŜǊǊȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΗ  
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BLAST (BLAST@NewHopeDSM.org):  
Christopher & Jennifer Higdon  
and Tyler & McKayla Nearmyer 
 
Last month, we started a new series for the Christmas season called 
ñRemember Whenò.  We have completed the first two weeks of the new 
series and talked a lot about our Christmas traditions.  We have been exploring Jesusôs prophecies that show up in the 
Old Testament, around 700 years before he is born and how they foretell of his coming. 
 
In December, we will continue to look at the nostalgic and the traditions we have during this season as we continue to 
take a look at the Christmas story to see how something we may have heard long ago can still help us grow today. As we 
continue to reflect on these classic stories, we'll remember how Christmas reminds us Jesus is our Savior and that God 
can be trusted, to rely on each other, and to trust that God is with us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we look forward to 2025 coming, we are excited for our Annual BLAST Christmas Party on Wednesday,  
January 15th .and our Annual BLAST Lock-In on Monday, January 20th.   Additionally, we have some exciting new les-
sons to cover on Wednesday nights next year.   
 
In February we will be doing a series called ñFrom Now Onò, where we will explore Jesusô message on how things were 
going to be different after his coming.  Jesus spent his life showing people how God wanted to connect with them and 
help them connect with each other.  Because of Jesus, our world was forever changed, we will explore what changed and 
how that looks like today. 
 
Then in April and May, we will finish out this year with a series called ñThe Making Ofò, where we will look at how we 
expect our journey with God to be like the final cut of a cinematic movie, flawless and perfect.  However, we all know 
that it doesnôt work that way and our faith and relationship with God is a journey where there is a lot of work, edits, and 
rewrites that occur throughout this journey. 
 
Here are some of the upcoming youth events for the next couple of months:   
Dec. 4th at 6pm ï Service First - Service Project Night 
Dec. 11th at 6pm ï New Hope Santaôs Attic 
Dec. 18

th
 at 6pm ï Wednesday Night BLAST ï Christmas reminds us to Rely on Each Other 

Dec. 25th & Jan 1st ï No Meetings, Christmas Break 
Jan. 8th at 6pm ï Service First - Service Project Night 
Jan. 15th at 6pm ï BLAST Christmas Party 
Jan. 19th at 8pm ï BLAST Lock-In Event 
Jan. 22nd at 6pm ï Wednesday Night BLAST ï Christmas reminds us God is With Us 
Jan, 29th at 6pm ï Wednesday Night BLAST ï From Now on Trust Jesus is with you 
 

More information about the above events will be sent out in email and posted on Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/
SeniorHighBlast). 

file:///C:/Users/ch33359/Documents/Personal/JROL/Blast/BLAST@NewHopeDSM.org
http://www.facebook.com/SeniorHighBlast
http://www.facebook.com/SeniorHighBlast


December 2024 MISSION NEWS ~ Marilyn Osborn, Chair of Mission Committee 
 

YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF OTHERS 
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Hand of Luke ~ Saturday, December 14th 

This is our monthly ministry of preparing a meal for the Central Iowa Shelter and Services.   
Patrice Webber and Arlene Dabill lead this ministry. We are continuing to utilize your monetary donations to 
purchase the majority of the food for the monthly meal. Your donations are greatly appreciated! 

 

The menu for December will be chicken/vegetable/rice casserole, sliced peaches, dinner rolls, and cookies. 

 

Based on the increased number of clients served in November, we are planning to prepare food for 400 people in  
December. 
Volunteers are needed to prepare the meal, transport the food to the shelter, serve at the shelter, and donate cookies (no 
peanut butter or nuts, please).  Please bring cookies in containers that do not need to be returned. 
If you are interested in this opportunity, you may sign up using the following link:   
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E044DACA722A4FE3-53417202-holsaturday.  You may also contact Arlene Dabill 
at dabill49@aol.com or (515) 321-2059 to volunteer. 

The Giving Tree is available for the congregation to help give a child some joy over the 
Holidays. The Mission Team has chosen two charities to support again this Holiday 
Season: Families Forward (formerly Bidwell) and Orchard Place.  
Both charities are asking for Cash and/or Gift Cards this year.   
On our ñGiving Treeò we will have envelopes attached to the decorations which you may 
use for your contribution.  Your check can be made out to New Hope UMC.  Please add 
Orchard Place or Families Forward to the memo line. 
Please place your donation with the Offering or drop off to the church office  
by December 8th. 
 

Mission for Orchard Place: Provide a safe environment for children and their families to 
heal, find hope, be empowered, and build resilience to overcome mental health adversity. 
Mission for Families Forward:  Empowering positive future by providing compassionate, 
life-changing assistance to families on their path to self-sufficiency through our programs ï 

the Bidwell Pantry, Child Development Center, New Directions Shelter and The Home Connection.  
 

Meals from the Heartland ï Thank you to Jolene and Robin Harlow and Sue Egger for joining me in packing 
food for Godôs hungry children throughout the world on November 4 and 7th.  The goal was to  
package 2 million meals. 
 

Hand Made Hats ï Thank you to Linda Cooley for making over 30 hats and scrunchies to give to Families For-
ward for their clients.  Many people will have warm heads this winter. 
 

Free Little Food Pantry - Happy Anniversary to Don and Trudy Gurnsey! What a great idea to have the congre-
gation bring non-perishable food items for the Free Little Food Pantry.  Thank you to everyone who  
participated in this celebration. 
 

Monthly checks ï Your donations to New Hope also make it possible to send checks throughout 2024 to African 
Immigrant and Refugee Transition Services (AIRTS), Families Forward, DMARC Food Pantry, Women at the Well, 
Johnston Partnership, Missionary Dr. Mefor, and Urbandale Food Pantry. 
 

Free Little Food Pantry located between 51st and 52nd Streets north of Meredith Drive.  Thank you to the New 
Hope congregation for helping to keep food on the shelves of our   Pantry. Please help us continue to meet our goal of 
providing 50 items each week. Please no opened boxes or expired items. Canned fruit in light syrup is preferred.  Also, 
your help in delivering is appreciated.  Just sign up on the clipboard on the top shelf.  
Thank you for your donations!! Questions? Contact Jolene Harlow 515-490-8813 or email at 
rdharlow@earthlink.net. 
 

Grain Bin ï When the Grain Bin is full, the donations will be given to Johnston Partnership, Families Forward and 
the Urbandale Food Pantry, on a rotation schedule.   
 

Fill the Red Barrel ï Contributing to the red barrel is as easy as buying a few extra cans of food while you shop 
and bringing them to church with you.  All food and personal care items collected by the Red Barrel  
Program goes to the DMARC Food Pantry Network.  For a list of most needed items,  
go to https://www.dmarcunited.org.  If you would rather give a monetary donation, please make your check out to New 
Hope UMC and include ñFood Pantryò in the memo line and place your check with the offering.  

https://www.dmarcunited.org
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Care Ministry Team 
The Care Ministry meets  
quarterly. Next meeting is on 
Thurs., February 13th at 10am in 
the Fellowship Hall. 
This team ministers to congregation 
members who have had new babies, 
have been in the hospital, have been 
ill or are dealing with grief. This 
team meets on a quarterly basis.  
If you would like to join the Care 
Ministry team, please  
contact Clarice Rubek or  
Mary Ann Rice. 

Blood Pressure Check 
December 1st,  8:45 am - 11am 

in the Narthex. 

Support Groups 
Al-Anon 
Every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. in 
the Ruby Chapel. 

 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Every Tuesday at Noon in the 
Ruby Chapel. 

 

Stroke Club of Iowa 
3rd Tuesday of the month  
(April - September) at 7 p.m. 
Questions? Contact Sue Toale 
Knapp, 515-255-0366, 
stktek1@gmail.com. 
Online support group: 
http://www.strokenetwork.org/ 
 

United Women in Faith  
The New Hope Women of Faith will 
have our regular meeting on  

December 19th, at 9:30 in the  
Fellowship Hall.   
We will be writing Christmas cards to our New Hope shut ins.  

 

Thank you to all who continue to contribute your pocket change to 
our Globe for Missions. As of November 1 you have contributed 
$370.55 for missions!   
 

There will be no meeting in January.  See you in February!   
Questions? Please call Karen Skovgard at 515-979-3640  

Menôs Fellowship will meet on Saturday,  

December 7th at 8:30 a.m. at church.  
All men are invited!! 

New Hope Needlers 

The New Hope Needlers sewing group will not meet in December. 
Join us on Friday, January 17th, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm in the north classroom. We lunch at Panera in John-
ston.  
 
Bring your sewing machine, scissors, pin cushion and thread and join us in stitching lap 
quilts for the NHUMC Care Team to give to our church members who are hospitalized, 
in care facilities and to newborns.  We also make Little Dresses, Little Britches, and 
components for Days for Girls feminine hygiene kits for overseas missions.  Dress and 
Britches kits are provided.  These are very simple sewing projects.  
If your machine isn't portable, we have two in the church closet you may use.    
 
We also welcome non-sewists to help us with simple tasks, such as threading ribbon in drawstring bags.  
 
Questions? Contact Diane Densmore, 515-270-1974 or Jody Rains, 515-238-4051 

Join us! 
10:00 a.m. in the Ruby Chapel using 
ñWired Wordò curriculum. 

Thursday Bible Study 
Thursday, December 19th at 7pm (third Thursday of the month)  
Will meet at Banny Umuhozaôs home and the study will be Josh Scottôs 
"Bible Stories for Grown-Ups".   
Please contact the church office if you plan to attend. 
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Chair Yoga & Fitness ~ Every Monday and Wednesday at 9:30 a.m. 

 

This is a gentle yoga & fitness that is done while you are seated on a chair.  
Itôs a 30-45 minute session. The instructors are from Youtube videos.   

 

Please meet in the Fellowship Hall.  No fee!  
This is for anyone and any age. Bring your friends!   

Sleeping Mats/Loom 

 

We  purchased a loom so that everyone could contribute their time to weave the mat, cut 
bags, flatten bags, fold bags to make the mat, or simply donate your shopping bags.   
 

The mats are distributed by Midwest Missions all over the world including Iowa. 

 

We have now completed two mats and need help. I would like to have a class so everyone 
can help with the making of the mats. Please contact me if you are interested: Glenna 
Ross at glenna625@hotmail.com or  
515-321-3010. 

Join us for Veterans Helping Veterans on Saturday, January 11th 
at 8:30 a.m. 
Breakfast will be served. This is open to all veterans, their spouses, and  
supporters.  
Questions, please contact Pam Frey at ȅŀȅŀŦǊŜȅϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

Chili Cook-off ~ Saturday, January 25th, 11:30am 
  

The Bridge Team would like you to join New Hopers and friends for good 
food, games and the company of our church family!   
  
Sign up by January 19tth in the Fellowship Hall to enter the Chili Cook-off 
contest.   
  
Simply bring a big crockpot of your best chili on January 25th by 11:00am. You will enter through the  
Industrial Kitchen door.  The committee will set out your crockpot for you. 
  
Starting at 11:30am, event attendees will sample the chili and will vote for 1st, 2nd & 3rd place.  After the  
voting ends, you can fill up a bowl with chili.    
  
This is a community outreach event!  Please invite your friends!  
 
Questions?  Please contact Glenna Ross, 515-321-3010, glenna625@hotmail.com 

mailto:yayafrey@gmail.com
mailto:glenna625@hotmail.com


The East Entrance  
Join us for our campaign ~ "Can You Spare a Dollar?"   Place your weekly $1 in the container at each worship space 
to help pay off the loan balance. Thank you!!!   Board of Trustees 
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East Entrance ïNovember donations by week:  
11/03 $183.00 
11/10 $174.73 
11/17 $366.00 
11/24 $193.00 
 

November check to reduce principal is $916.73 

 

Beginning 1/01/2024 Loan Balance:   $42,483.51 

 

Weekly Donations for 2024:        $12,956.13 
Monthly Principal P&I for 2024       $  4,343.70 
SUBTOTAL                                      $17,299.83 
NEW 11/24/24 Principal Balance     $25,183.68 

Many thanks  to the following New Hopers for working the West Des Moines United Methodist 

Churchôs Iowa State Fair Food Stand: 
Janet Herrold Nan and Gary Stubbs Sandy Johnson 
Nick Bogue Jolene and Robin Harlow  James Russell 
Ronan, Katie, and Malcom Rock Patrice and Larry Webber Clarice Rubek 

 

Your service helped raise $900 for New Hope. Please contact the church office to advise where you would 
like to have your funds directed. 

 

Look for the 2025 State Fair Food Stand signup early next summer. Great way to eat for free, go to the State 
Fair for free, and contribute to New Hope! Best deal in town! 



page 13  December 2024 

ñBecause of our Godôs deep compassion, the dawn from heaven will break upon 
us, to give light to those who are sitting in darkness and in the shadow of death,  to 
guide us on the path of peace.ò - Luke 1:78-79 
 
The days have grown dark.  For many, that it literal, while for others it has deeper meaning, too. As I 
have seen many in our flock who have had sickness troubling them, many whose hearts are heavy, and 
many plagued with questions and doubts, it seems like these days are shorter and darker than we re-
member from years past.   
 
Only, they are not.  The darkness always has come this time of year.  It gets darker outside. It is cold-
er.  The first flakes of snow have already fallen.   Every year we go through it.  Doctors even have a 
name for this struggle: Seasonal Affectiveness Disorder. This time of jear, we strive to be jolly but of-
ten fall short.  
It happens every year. 
 
These words from Mary, though, ring in our ears today: the dawn from heaven is ready to break!   
 
Advent is a time when we yearn to grab hold of Christmas a bit earlier every year because we are  
uncomfortable in our darknesses.  But maybe we need darkness in order to welcome the light? When 
we move too quickly through Advent, through the pain, the loss, the desperation, and the bitter raw 
hope of its season, we are bot fully prepared to embrace the light about to dawn. 
 
Advent doesn't just prepare us by giving us time to wrap presents and bake cookies; Advent prepares 
us by helping us name our griefs and burdens, admit our sins and shortcomings, and recognize the pain 
we have tried to ignore, hoping it would just go away. When we do that work, looking to scripture and 
the support of one  
another. We become prepared to receive the gift we didn't know we needed before this.   
 
Let's do the work of Advent by praying as often as we can:   
God, help me recognize the darkness and look forward even more to the light.  I trust in Christmas. 
Amen. 
 
Pastor Amy Johnson 
 



If you see that your name is not listed, please 

call the church office at 278-2097, or email 

at nhfamily@newhopedsm.org, so we can 

update our files. 
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December 2024 

Sunday morning services are:  
9:00, 10:00 and 11:00 

 

Nursery at 10:00 

SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY   WEDNESDAY   THURSDAY   FRIDAY   SATURDAY 

1  1st Sunday of Advent 
Holy Communion 
Blood Pressure checks 
11a-1p, Advent by Candle-
light table decorating 
 
6p, Confirmation Class 
 

2  9:30 Chair Yoga & Fitness 
 
9a-3p, Advent by Candlelight 
table decorating 
 
 
7:00p, Advent by Candlelight 
 

3 4  9:30 Chair Yoga & Fitness 
 

5:30p, Praise band practice 
6:15p, Choir practice 
TGIW / BLAST ~ 
6:00-6:30 Meal Served 
6:30-7:30 Activities 
7:30-8p, Puppets 

5 
 
 
 
 
6:30p, Worship Mtg 
 
 
 

6 7 
8:30a, Menôs Breakfast at 
church 
 
9a, Budget Mtg 
 
 

8  2nd Sunday of Advent 
 
10a, Childrenôs program 
 
1p-4:30p, Sanctuary & 
F.Hall reserved (Judy 
Nemmers) 

9  9:30 Chair Yoga & Fitness 
 
Church Office closed at 11:00 
 
 
 
7:00p, Trustees Mtg 

10 
9:30a, Al-Anon, R.Chapel 
Noon, AA, R.Chapel 

 
 
6pm, SPRC Mtg 

11  9:30 Chair Yoga & 
Fitness 
 
 

5:30p, Praise band practice 
6:15p, Choir practice 
TGIW / BLAST ~ 
6:00-6:30 Meal Served 
6:30-7:30 Activities 
7:30-8p, Puppets 

12 
 
 

13 
9a-11a, Cookie drop off 
 
 
 

14 
Noon-2p, Cookie drop off and 
set up 
 
2p-4p, Parsonage Open 
House 
 
3:30p, Hand of Luke 
 

15  3rd Sunday of Advent 
9a-11a, Cookie Walk 
11a, Choir Christmas 
Program 
 
2p-4p, Big Band Holiday 
Music 
 
6p, Confirmation Class 

16  9:30 Chair Yoga & Fitness 
 
Church Office closed at 11:00 
 

17  9:30a, Al-Anon, R.Chapel 
Noon, AA, R.Chapel 
 
 
 
6:30p, Finance Mtg. 
 
 

18  9:30 Chair Yoga & 
Fitness 
 

5:30p, Praise band practice 
6:15p, Choir practice 
TGIW / BLAST ~ 
6:00-6:30 Meal Served 
6:30-7:30 Activities 
7:30-8p, Puppets 

19 
9:30a, United Women in 
Faith 
 
6:30p, Administrative Council 
Mtg. 
 
7p, Bible Study at Bannyôs 

20 
January LINK   deadline 

21 
 
 
2p-4p, Preshia & Janet ñSing 
the Seasonò 

22  4th Sunday of Advent 
 
Noon-4p, FLC & FHall 
reserved by Nan Stubbs 

23  9:30 Chair Yoga & Fitness 
 
Church Office closed at 11:00 
 
 
 

24  Church Office Closed 
9:30a, Al-Anon, R.Chapel 
Noon, AA, R.Chapel 
 
Christmas Eve  Services: 
5:30p, Family Life Center 
7:30p, Sanctuary 

25  Christmas Day 

Church Office Closed 
 

Merry Christmas! 

 26   
 
 
 
 

27 28 

29 
10a, One Worship in the 
FLC 
 
Undecorate 

30  9:30 Chair Yoga & Fitness 
 
Church Office closed at 11:00 
 

31  Church Office Closed 
9:30a, Al-Anon, R.Chapel 
Noon, AA, R.Chapel 

January 1st 
Church Office Closed 
 

   

1 Dean Peterson 
2 Lisa VanDenBerg 
4 Leah Breitsprecher, Pascal Karekezi   
6 Jean Moffitt, Mike Warren, Gene Lesch, 
 Lisa Rooney 
9 Lexi Dean   
12 Obi Ukabiala, Mary Grace Leyda 
14 Nolan Monthei 
15 Cathy Short 
17 Andy Sutton 
18 Sue Soards, Chris Boyles, Banny Umuhoza, 
 Susan Blank, Gaby Dimitri 

ñMay Godôs many blessings,                          

be yours the year through.ò 

19 Brady Jansen, Spencer Sutton 
20 Larry Buske, Emily Bowser 
21 Zoe Wilson 
22 Paulette Wood 
23 Susan Baldwin 
24 Jean Wederquist 
25 Renee Haugland, Jennifer Dellopoulous 
26 Joan Clary 
27 Kim Buske, Charlotte Roff 
28 Ashley Marsh 
29 Ana Kirkpatrick, Gina Breitsprecher 
 

18 Nicholas & Sherri Bogue 
27 Wayne & Sandy Johnson 
31 Courtney & Tricia Berry 
31 Daniel & Emily Bowser 
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/ƻƭƻǊ ōȅ bǳƳōŜǊǎ 

м - ǊŜŘ 

н - ƎǊŜŜƴ 

о - ȅŜƭƭƻǿ 

п - ƻǊŀƴƎŜ 



 

&ÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ ÉÎÓÐÉÒÉÎÇ ÍÉÎÄÓȟ ÌÏÖÉÎÇ ÈÅÁÒÔÓȟ ÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ÈÁÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÁÎÓÆÏÒÍÉÎÇ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȢ  

Church Staff 
Pastor:  Amy Johnson 
Associate Pastor:  Wendy Zadeh 
Office Administrator:  Nancy Monthei 
Children & Youth Ministries Coord.:  Jackie Johnson 
Director of Music:  Preshia Paulding 
Nursery Attendants:  Kris Wakeman, Brianna Johnson, 
Sarah Sahlin, Emma Sandquist 
 

E-mail Information 
Church address:  nhfamily@newhopedsm.org 
Pastor Amy Johnson: amy@newhopedsm.org 
Pastor Wendy Zadeh: wendy@newhopedsm.org 
Nancy Monthei: nancy@newhopedsm.org 
Jackie Johnson: jackie@newhopedsm.org 
Preshia Paulding: preshia@newhopedsm.org 
 

Find Us ~ 4525 Beaver Avenue, Des Moines, IA  50310   
(515) 278-2097   www.newhopedsm.org 
Find us on facebook! 
The LINK newsletter is a monthly publication. 
Editor:  Nancy Monthei; Reporters:  New Hope Church  
family.  Please contact the church office at 515-278-2097 if 
you have a change in address or would like to be taken off 
the LINK mailing list. 

Sunday Morning Worship Services 
9:00 & 11:00:  Traditional Services in the    
Sanctuary 
10:00:  Contemporary Service in the Neil Cross 

              Family Life Center 
We continue to offer the Sunday morning Parking Lot Radio 
Feed and also the Pre-Recorded Worship Services that can be 
found on the church Facebook page.   


