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Lenten Prayer Time, Mondays through April 14th 
Those wishing to do some extra prayer this Lent, we will meet at 1pm in 
the Ruby Chapel on Mondays during Lent.  
This will be a time for prayers for those in our congregation, community, 
families, etc. in need of prayer; a time to pray for our church, community, 
state, nation, and world; a time for personal prayer of silent confession; a 
time of prayer for peace; and an opportunity to hold one another  
accountable for a little extra prayer discipline during Lent.  
 

Palm Sunday Services on April 13th at all three services. 
  

Maundy Thursday Service on April 17th at 6pm. This year, 
Walnut Hills UMC, 12321 Hickman Rd, Urbandale, is hosting a metro-
wide gathering where we will share a potluck meal, celebrate communion, 
and assemble blessing bags for Joppa. Joppa is an organization that cares 
for those experiencing homelessness. Please consider bringing items to 
make blessings bags for Joppa:  Gallon Ziplock Bags, Socks, Hand  
Sanitizer, Energy/Protein Bars, Bottled Water, Tooth Brushes and  

Toothpaste, Chapstick, AA Batteries, Granola or Peanut butter Bars, Hand Wipes, Band Aids.  Plan to join us 
and take part in this evening of worship, fellowship, and service.  
  

Good Friday Service on April 18th at Noon in the Sanctuary.  Join us for a traditional Good Friday 
Worship Service, including the  stripping of the altar. 
 

Good Friday Service on April 18th at 7pm with ñSolemn Shadowsò a Tenebrae by Joseph Martin.  
This is a collaborative service with several United Methodist Churches and will be held at West Des Moines 
UMC, 720 Grand Ave, West Des Moines.  Along with a choir, there will be a 7-piece chamber orchestra.  
  

Easter Services will be at our three services on April 20th. Kids Easter Celebration will be during the  
10am service. 

Hop on over to for a Community  
Easter Egg Hunt 

Saturday, April 12th at 2pm(sharp)  
 

Easter Bunny photos, tons of eggs,  
egg hunt areas will be separated  
and ages 0ñ12 yrs are welcome  
to participate.  Bring your friends! 

Volunteers are needed to help with this event.  
Please sign up at the welcome table. 



Prayer Chain Request 
If you have a prayer chain  
request, please call Glenna Ross 
at 515-321-3010 email at  
glenna625@hotmail.com or the 
church office at 515-278-2097.  
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Our Prayers for ~ 
(Please call the church office if you or 
your loved one want to be taken off the 
list.)  

 

Healing from Cancer:  
Marlys Borcherding, Barb Mather, 
Sara Robinson, Ralph Saunders, 
Amanda Wolff 
 

Healing from Physical Issues:  
Don Ummel, Ross Wood, Dean Rob-
inson, Freda Ruleman, Jim Mather, 
Jim Bolstad, James Russell, Patricia 
Smith, Mike Aasheim Osborne  
 

Military:  Devan Stanton, Hunter 
Schmidt, Joshua Ruleman, Jacob  
Gerlach, Brycen Gerlach, Michael 
Craighton, Clayton Hults, Zach 
McClain  

Celebration of Life for Paulette Wood 
will be held on April 5th at New Hope UMC.  
Visitation will be held at 10 a.m.  
Celebration of Life at 11 a.m. and a luncheon will 
follow. 
Obituary: https://www.hamiltonsfuneralhome.com/
obituaries/PauletteWood#obituary 
Paulette became a member at New Hope UMC on 
March 5, 2000. She and Larry attended the 11am 
traditional service where they enjoyed their many 
friends and the beautiful music shared each      

Sunday. Paulette was on the Care Team committee and organized 
amazing meals for church members that had gotten home from the 
hospital, had a new baby in the family, or had an illness. She took 
great measures in knowing what the personôs food allergies were and 
their likes/dislikes. She would look up recipes that would be sure to 
nourish the person. Larry would often deliver the meals to the       
recipients of the delicious meals. 
Our hearts and prayers go out to Larry and his family.  Pauletteôs 
memory is a blessing forever. 
 

Thank you 
Special thanks to all those who sent cards, gave hugs and offered 
prayers after the loss of my sister, Marjorie.  All meant a lot to 
me.  New Hope is a very caring congregation! 
Sharon Smith 
 
Thank you for all the cards, letters and messages while I was  
recuperating from an abdominal surgery. New Hope congregation is 
so appreciated. 
Susan Baldwin    
 

Sympathy 
Our Sympathy to the family and friends of Julie Mericle. Julie, who 
had been in our prayers for her cancer, passed away on March 9th. 
 
Our Sympathy to Marijke Hodgson and her family for the passing of 
her mother, Jacquie Hodgson. Jacquie passed away on March 25th.  

 

New Hope UMC 
has available to 
you the Upper 
Room Daily  
Devotional 
Guide.   

 

The March/
April 
issue is in the 
Communica-
tion Center.   

 

You may 
leave a dona-
tion in the box 
by the Upper 
Room guides.   I imagine myself along the route you traveled into  

Jerusalem, dear Jesus. I lay branches along your  
donkeyôs path and praise you:  
ñHosanna, Son of David!ò  

As you travel with Jesus through Holy Week, donôt lose heart. 
He is your Palm Sunday King. He will always come to you and 
give you the best of what he has to offer because of his humble 
attitude and his devotion to his mission. 
When you see this Savior who personally cares for you, you 
canôt help but join the believers of old to give to the Lord your 
best and most precious treasures of your heart and life, and 
then to join with all believers saying, ñBlessed is the King who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!ò 
ðPeter Sulzle 
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Join us for Veterans Helping Veterans on Saturday, April 12th 
at 8:30 a.m. 
Breakfast will be served. This is open to all veterans, their spouses, and supporters.  
Questions, please contact Pam Frey at yayafrey@gmail.com. 

The Board of Trustees invites you to help with the ñSpring Campus Clean Up Dayò on  
Saturday, April 19th, 9:00a.m. until finished. Lunch will be provided.   

 

Tasks will be cleaning up flower beds (landscape areas), trimming bushes (spirea), 
removing old mulch from some locations, spreading new mulch where we can, 
landscape around the parsonage included, cutting up a fallen tree, picking up sticks 
in front and side yards.   
 

Items needed will be - lawn rakes (not garden rakes), gloves, dress appropriate for 
the weather, pruning shears, electric or gas powered hedge trimmer, leaf blower, 
chain saw. 

 

Please plan to assist with cleaning up our church campus!  Please sign-up to let us 
know you can help!  Sign-up sheet is at the Welcome Center.  If there are any questions, please call or text  
Nan Stubbs at 515-238-7334.  Thank you in advance for your time and effort!         
Board of Trustees 

Women at the Well ï Fresh Start Womenôs Center 
We are providing a meal at the Fresh Start Womenôs Center on  
Tuesday, April 22. Please check the signup clipboard in the Welcome Center 
if you would like to donate food or help prepare and deliver this meal.   
Questions? contact Jolene Harlow, 515-490-8813, or rdharlow@earthlink.net. 

 

Women at the Well began a satellite ministry at Fresh Start during the pandemic when it was not possible to get 
inside the prison where the primary ministry happens.  A weekly program is offered at Fresh Start called ñWell 
Timeò that features bible study, worship and small group support for the reentry journey of women in transition 
from jail or prison.  A feeding ministry offers a home-cooked meal to the women twice a month, on the second 
and fourth Tuesday of each month.   

 

Fresh Start is a 48 bed facility run by the Department of Corrections for women in the justice system.  It is a 
work-release facility so everyone there is required to leave during the day to go to work and earn their keep.  
Meals at the center are only offered once a day and come from the menôs facility: old and cold.  They appreci-
ate a nice meal prepared with the love and care that many of our partner churches are known for.  

 

The mission of Women at the Well is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
Our vision is to lead the church in love that breaks down walls.   

Liberating Lord, you freed Israel from slavery and offer us freedom 
from sin and death. We are free to love others, even in humble ways 
like washing feet.  

mailto:yayafrey@gmail.com
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Graduate Recognition ~ May 4th 
 

Graduate Recognition will be on Sunday, May 4th at all three services.  
 

We invite all graduates: high school, college, and higher degrees, to send us  
information to be included in the bulletins to celebrate your accomplishments 

with you. 
  

Please send the below information to the church office, nhfamily@newhopedsm.org  
by Friday, April 25th.   

 
   
High School Graduates:    College/Graduate School Graduates: 

GRADUATE'S NAME:    GRADUATE'S NAME: 

PARENTS NAMES:     COLLEGE: 

HIGH SCHOOL:     DEGREE(S): 

PLANS AFTER HIGH SCHOOL:   FUTURE PLANS:  

WORSHIP SERVICE YOU WILL ATTEND (9AM, 10AM OR 11AM):    

Do you have a question about the New Hope Community??   
One goal of the Finance Committee is to have more transparency with New Hope members. To accomplish 
this and help our church ñbranchesò work together, a resource notebook has been created. 
 

It is located on the counter of the Welcome Center.  It contains several sections, such as a list of all committee 
members, a resource section, the latest financial  information, the Methodist Social Principles, and the latest 
Link. 
 

To answer your question, find a committee member on the list in the notebook and give them a call, or jot 
down your question in the front of the notebook and a committee member will get back to you with an answer. 
 

This notebook is a work in progress and new information will be  
added periodically.  All suggestions are appreciated and can be given to 
any member of the Finance Committee.   
- Carol Harter, New Hope Finance Committee 
 

Finance Committee: 
Chair:  Kandra Dickerson   
Financial Secretary:  Patty Nearmyer    
Recording Secretary:   Marijke Hodgson     
Larry Webber    
Gene Shepard    
Cheryl Moore   
Janet Herrold    
Carol Harter   

Thank you, Jesus, for bearing the infirmities and transgressions of the whole world, that we 
may be healed (see Isaiah 53:4-5).  

Jesus said, ñFather, forgive them, for they do not know what they are  
doing.ò Luke 23:34 NIV 



April 2025 Social Action Committee News ~  
Chair:  Althea, 515.490.0789,  althea.holcomb@gmail.com 

 
 

Women at the Well ï Fresh Start Womenôs Center ï We are providing a meal 
at the Fresh Start Womenôs Center on Tuesday, April 22. Please check the signup clipboard 
in the Welcome Center if you would like to donate food or help prepare and deliver this meal. 
Questions? contact Jolene Harlow, 515-490-8813, or rdharlow@earthlink.net. 

 

Free Little Food Pantry ï Located between 51st and 52nd Streets north side of Meredith Drive. 
Did you know that every Monday, 50 food items (canned goods, peanut butter, cereal,  
pasta, etc.) are delivered to the free pantry on Meredith Street for those people who are food  
insecure?  This is made possible by your generous donations and the wonderful volunteers who sign up 
to deliver them!  Thank you.  Please keep up the good work.  Our neighbors in need are grateful.  
 

 

Grain Bin ï When the Grain Bin is full, the donations will be given to Johnston Partnership, Families Forward 
and the Urbandale Food Pantry, on a rotation schedule.   

 

Fill the Red Barrel ï Contributing to the red barrel is as easy as buying a few extra cans of food 
while you shop and bringing them to church with you.  All food and personal care items collected by 
the Red Barrel Program goes to the DMARC Food Pantry Network.  For a list of most needed items,  
go to https://www.dmarcunited.org.  If you would rather give a monetary donation, please make your 
check out to New Hope UMC and include ñFood Pantryò in the memo line and place your check with 
the offering.  

 

Camperships ï  Make sure you get your child(ren) registered for church camp this  
summer! New Hopeôs Social Action Committee will cover half of the registration fee, up 
to $200 for children actively participating in our congregation.  
 

Last year, we had four kids attend camp.  We want as many as possible to attend our United 
Methodist camp at Wesley Woods where they will experience nature and Christ in new ways. 

 

Register on-line at: www.iaumc.org/camps.  The place to share the portion paid by the church 
is on the ñCamper Profile Formò that is to be completed during the registration process.   
If you have any questions about the online registration, contact Shannon, Registrar, at 515-974-8946. 
 

Please Nancy at the church at nancy@newhopedsm.org to let her know when you have registered your  
child(ren). 
 

Hand of Luke ~ Monday, April 14th 
This is our monthly ministry of preparing a meal for the Central Iowa Shelter and Services.   
Patrice Webber and Arlene Dabill lead this ministry. We are continuing to utilize your monetary donations 
to purchase the majority of the food for the monthly meal. Your donations are greatly appreciated! 
The menu for April will be chicken/vegetable/rice casserole, sliced peaches, dinner rolls, and cookies. 
Volunteers are needed to prepare the meal, transport the food to the shelter, serve at the shelter, and donate 
cookies (no peanut butter or nuts, please).  Please bring cookies in containers that do not need to be re-
turned. 

If you are interested in this opportunity, you may sign up using the following link:   
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E044DACA722A4FE3-55801539-holmonday 
You may also contact Arlene Dabill at dabill49@aol.com or (515) 321-2059 to volunteer. 

[Easter Sunday] ñThe Lord is my strength and my might; he has become my salvationò  
(Psalm 118:14, NRSV).  
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Know your Board of Trustees! 
 
Chair: Pam Frey, yayafrey@gmail.com  

Co-Chair: Steven Schutter 

Secretary: Nan Stubbs 

Dawn Bachelder 

Jim Bolstad   

Jack Habick 

Bradley Johnson 

Tyler Nearmyer 

Joe Nemmers 

 
The Trustees have oversight and care of all the church property, buildings, and equipment in order to  
accomplish the mission of the church. This is done in consultation with the pastor. If you have questions or 
concerns, please let us know. 

Our kitchen has a new look thanks to Roberta Caveôs and  
Paulette Woodôs Memorial funds!  Check out the new refrigerator 
and coffee brewer!  
Please thank their families. 
Our church is so blessed 
with our  
congregationôs generosity. 
Your Trustees  

New Hope Needlers 

The New Hope Needlers sewing group will meet on Friday, April 25th, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm in the north 
classroom. We lunch at Panera in Johnston. 
 

Bring your machine, scissors and pins to sew lap quilts for the NHUMC Care Team to gift our church members who are 
hospitalized or in care facilities and to newborns.  Please let us know if you would like to sew a lap quilt from our     
current stash of fabric.   
 

We suspended making Little Dresses and Little Britches due to an ample supply and no longer 
sew Days for Girls hygiene kits. It you are interested in helping their endeavor, we will gladly 
put you in contact with the West Des Moines Days for Girls team. 
 

If your sewing machine isn't portable, we have two in the church closet you may use on our 
sewing day. 
 

Questions? Contact Diane Densmore, 515-270-1974 or Jody Rains, 515-238-4051. 

After Christôs resurrection, the disciples demonstrate many responses: not only faith and joy but also doubt and 
confusion. Welcome ð no matter where you are on your faith journey.  
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Childrenôs Ministry ~ Sunday School Update 
by Jackie Johnson, Children & Youth Ministries Coordinator  jackie@newhopedsm.org or (515)710-3239 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜǎ 
²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƻƴ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀǘ млŀƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
9ŀǎǘŜǊ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴΗ  
²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ƭŜǎǎƻƴΣ ƎŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ 
9ŀǎǘŜǊ 9ƎƎ Iǳƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƭŀǿƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴΗ  

 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ млΥллŀƳ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƛƎ 
CŀƛǘƘ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΦ ²ƛƭƭ wƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ WŀŎƪƛŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ сΦ  
{ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ tǊŜY-тǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ƻǊ ŘǊƻǇ-ƛƴ ōŀǎƛǎΦ  
hǳǊ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘǎ н tŜǘŜǊ оΥмуΥ DǊƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǾƛƻǊ WŜǎǳǎ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΦ  

 

hǳǊ CŀƛǘƘ CƻŎǳǎ ƛǎΥ WŜǎǳǎ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǳǎ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΗ 
/ƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƻǳǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƛǎ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΥ  
!ƭƭƻǿ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ²hb59wΧΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǿŀȅǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
ǇǊŀȅΚ !ƭƭƻǿ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ 5hΧΦ  WŜǎǳǎ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΦ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ 
ǇǊŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΦ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊŀȅ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜΗ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ 
ƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΦ 
IŜŀŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΗ tǊŀȅΧ άDƻŘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ōȅ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ 
WŜǎǳǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅΦ ²Ŝ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƎǊƻǿ 
ŜǾŜǊȅ ǝƳŜ ǿŜ ǇǊŀȅΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ǳǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ 
ȅƻǳΦ !ƳŜƴΦέ 

±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴΥ  
ƘǧǇǎΥκκŦƻǊƳǎΦƎƭŜκaI¸ōYŘŘ.ŜŎǳ/{у¢9у 

 
 
 

tŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴΥ  
ƘǧǇǎΥκκŦƻǊƳǎΦƎƭŜκп/bƳƎŀƻIǎY¢DƧ.т·т 

The butterfly symbolizes resurrection, Easter and the new life we have in Christ Jesus. As a caterpillar 
disappears into a chrysalis, so Jesusô lifeless body was hidden in a tomb. The emergence of the  
butterfly, rising into the sky in its beautiful new body, reminds us of Christôs resurrection ð and ours.  

mailto:jackie@newhopedsm.org
https://forms.gle/MHYbKddBecuCS8TE8
https://forms.gle/4CNmgaoHsKTGjB7X7
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aŀǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƳŀǊǾŜƭƻǳǎ όōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ Ƴƛƴƛύ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ¢DL² aƛŘǿŜŜƪ 
aŜŜǘǳǇ ƎǊƻǳǇΗ ²Ŝ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ !ǎƘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ aŀǊŎƘΦ ²Ŝ 
ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƘȅƎƛŜƴŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ 5at{ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ 
{ǘŀƭŘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ 5at{Φ {ƘŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ōŜ ǳǝƭƛȊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ 
Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƘȅƎƛŜƴŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜƴΣ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ 
ǿŜŜƪ ƻũ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ {ǇǊƛƴƎ .ǊŜŀƪ ŀƴŘ ŬƴƛǎƘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ŀ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ {ǇǊƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ !ǇǊƛƭΗ   
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ bƛƎƘǘ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΥ  
сΥлл-сΥолǇƳ- 5ƛƴƴŜǊ  
сΥол-тΥолǇƳ ς .ǊŜŀƪƻǳǘ ¢ƛƳŜǎ όtǊŜY-рǘƘΣ WǊΦ ŀƴŘ {ǊΦ .[!{¢ύ  
тΥол-уǇƳ- IŀƴŘōŜƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ рǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǳǇ ϝaŀǊƪ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎΗ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿƛƭƭ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ нтΗ   

 

!ǇǊƛƭ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ 
пκн- {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ CƛǊǎǘΣ !ƭƭ DǊƻǳǇ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΗ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŬƭƭƛƴƎ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ 9ƎƎǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŜǾŜƴǘΗ  
пκф- ¢DL² !ŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΣ сΥол-тΥолǇƳ 
пκмс- ¢DL² !ŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΣ сΥол-тΥолǇƳ 
пκно- ¢DL² !ŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΣ сΥол-тΥолǇƳ 
пκол- ¢DL² !ŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΣ сΥол-тΥолǇƳ 

 
¢ƘŜ ƳŜŀƭ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ !ǇǊƛƭ ŀǊŜ ς  
DƭŜƴƴŀ wƻǎǎΣ 5Ŝ±ƻƴƴŜ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ ŀƴŘ /ŀŘŜƴŎŜ YŀǎǇŜǊ 
tŀƳ CǊŜȅ ŀƴŘ WŜƴƴ IƛƎŘƻƴ 
tŀǧȅ bŜŀǊƳȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ aŎYŀȅƭŀ bŜŀǊƳȅŜǊ  
5ŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ bŀƴŎȅ aƻƴǘƘŜƛ 

 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ƳŜŀƭǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ¢DL² aƛŘǿŜŜƪ aŜŜǘǳǇΗ 
²Ŝ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƛƊ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǝƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎΗ  

 

! ŦǊŜŜ-ǿƛƭƭ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻũǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ƳŜŀƭǎΦ ! ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ 
ƛǎ Ϸр ǇŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻǊ Ϸнл ǇŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǎŜǘ ŦŜŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƭΦ  

Childrenôs Ministry ~ TGIW Midweek Meetup Update 
by Jackie Johnson, Children & Youth Ministries Coordinator  jackie@newhopedsm.org or (515)710-3239 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
¢DL² IȅƎƛŜƴŜ 5ǊƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ 5at{Η ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ǿŜ ƎŀǾŜ 

As we continue through Lent ð which means ñspringò ð prepare our heart-soil, dear Jesus,  
to sprout with new life and blossom in faith. Amen.  

mailto:jackie@newhopedsm.org
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BLAST (BLAST@NewHopeDSM.org):  
Christopher & Jennifer Higdon  
and Tyler & McKayla Nearmyer 

 

Thank you to everyone who made the Ash Sunday Pancake Feed 
successful!!!  This was a great fundraiser for BLAST and will have 
send more youth to Summer Games University Camp in July! 

 

If you have not signed up, we are wanting all youth to attend Summer Games University (https://sgu.camp/).  
Summer Games University is a one-week camp experience on campus at Grinnell College in Grinnell, Iowa.  
This yearôs camp is from July 7-11, 2025!   

 

So far, we have 11 Youth already registered! 
 

 
July 7-11 
https://sgu.camp/ 
 

In April, we will be continuing our Lenten season, ñFrom Now Onò, where we are exploring Jesusô message on 
how things were going to be different after his coming.  Jesus spent his life showing people how God wanted 
to connect with them and help them connect with each other.  Because of Jesus, our world was forever 
changed. We will explore what changed and what that looks like today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here are some of the upcoming youth events for the next couple of months:   
Apr. 2nd at 6pm ï 1st Wednesday Service Project 
Apr. 9th at 6pm - Wednesday Night BLAST ï From Now on Let Jesus Give You Peace 
Apr. 16th at 6pm ï Wednesday Night BLAST ï From Now on Trust Jesus Loves You 
Apr. 23rdat 6pm ï Wednesday Night BLAST ï From Now on Jesus Gives You a Place to Belong 
Apr. 30th at 6pm ï Wednesday Night BLAST ï Game Night 
 

More information about the above events will be sent out in email and posted on Facebook  
(http://www.facebook.com/SeniorHighBlast). 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, today and always, Lord God. 
Energize and equip us to live out your love in the world.  

file:///C:/Users/ch33359/Documents/Personal/JROL/Blast/BLAST@NewHopeDSM.org
https://sgu.camp/
http://www.facebook.com/SeniorHighBlast
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The sun is shining, the birds are singing, and signs of life are 
happening in the gardens at New Hope!  
With Spring, I am reminded of Spring cleaning and we would 
like to encourage you to consider saving items during your 
spring cleaning and organizing for our beloved annual  
Rummage Sale this July!  
 
We are so excited to welcome back our veteran volunteers and 
would also love to have some new hands on deck this year! 
The sale is a huge undertaking, and it requires hundreds of  
volunteer hours over the course of a week.  
Whether you have an hour to spare or want to put in a full 40-hour work week, we appreciate the gift of your time and 
talents! 
 
Not only is this sale one of the biggest fundraisers in our church, but it is also an amazing opportunity for community 
outreach!  
We make connections with our shoppers, many of whom return every year!  
We provide low-cost high-quality items during our sale and with the rising cost of everything, the sale is more needed 
than ever before!  
 
It is never too early to share our sale information with your friends and family! 
Sunday, July 20 - Donation Day 
Donations will be accepted from the conclusion of service ï 7pm 
 

July 21-23- Sorting/Pricing/Sale Organizing Days (You may also bring in your donations Monday from 9a-1pm) 
 
SHOPPING HOURS: 
July 24- Noon-6pm 
July 25- 9-6pm 
July 26- 9-Noon 
 
Some areas of greatest need are: 
 
Cashiers for Thursday - We need 4 teams of checkers/sackers (8 people) to work Thursday, particularly in the first  
3 hours of our Sale (from 12-3pm).**Cashiers will be handling money and need to be comfortable making change.** 
 
Area Leaders- Our sale is LARGE, and it is extremely helpful to have one point person to be the leader for each sale 
area. Please let Jackie know if you will be a returning area leader or would like to sign up for the first time this year to 
oversee an area!  
 
Saturday Clean Up - If you aren't available during the week but would like to contribute, PLEASE consider volunteer-
ing to help us box up all of the leftovers to be donated. This takes A LOT of time and by the end of the week our VBS 
team is tired. Assistance with this would be greatly appreciated! 
 
If you want to volunteer for any of these roles or find out more information, please let Jackie know.  
She can be reached via email - jackiejohnson81@aol.com, phone (515)710-3239. 
 
Since we are hosting the sale in the summer, it would be great to get some of our New Hope young people help as their 
schedules allow!  
This counts for silver cord and BSA service hours!  
 
We ask that you prayerfully consider how you can help support this undertaking. 
 
Thank you so much, 
Jackie Johnson 

When God said, ñWhom shall I send?ò Isaiah answered, ñHere I am! Send meò  
(Isaiah 6:8, ESV). Lord, help me be just as eager to take part in your work. 
Amen.   
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Care Ministry Team 
The Care Ministry meets  
quarterly. Next meeting is on 
Thurs., July 10th at 10am in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
This team ministers to congregation 
members who have had new babies, 
have been in the hospital, have been 
ill or are dealing with grief. This 
team meets on a quarterly basis.  
If you would like to join the Care 
Ministry team, please  
contact Clarice Rubek. 

Blood Pressure Check 
Next checks will be on  
April 6th,  8:45 am - 11am in the 
Narthex. 
 

Support Groups 
Al-Anon 
Every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. in 
the Ruby Chapel. 

 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Every Tuesday at Noon in the 
Ruby Chapel. 

 

Stroke Club of Iowa 
3rd Tuesday of the month  
(April - September) at 7 p.m. 
Questions? Contact Sue Toale 
Knapp, 515-255-0366, 
stktek1@gmail.com. 
Online support group: 
http://www.strokenetwork.org/ 
 

United Women in Faith will meet on April 17th, at 

9:30am at church. The program this month is from Nancy Hayer and 
her subject is "Downsizing, Moves and Peace of Mind".   
All are welcome! 
 
Thank you to all who continue to  
contribute your pocket change to our 
Globe for Missions on the first Sunday 
of each month.   
 
Questions? Please call Glenna Ross at 515-321-3010. 

Menôs Fellowship will not meet in April.  Next 
gathering is on Saturday, May 3rd at 8:30 a.m. at 
church. All men are invited!! 

Join us! 
10:00 a.m. in the Ruby Chapel using 
ñWired Wordò curriculum. 

Thursday Bible Study 
Thursday, April 3rd at 7pm at Banny Umuhozaôs home and the study 
will be Josh Scottôs "Bible Stories for Grown-Ups".   
Please contact the church office if you plan to attend. 

BOOK DONATIONS FOR NEW HOPEôS LITTLE (Street) 
LIBRARY (by Charlotte Schultz)  

 

Book size restrictions: Please do not donate hardbound books nor any other 
book over 8ò tall due to the library shelf height sizes.  Paperback books and 
other books no taller than 8ò  are appreciated. You may place your book  
donations on the bookshelf in the NW corner of the Fellowship Hall.  
Thank you!  

ñNever yet was a springtime, when the buds forgot to bloom.ò  ðMargaret Elizabeth Sangster  



The East Entrance  
Letôs make our wish come true and reduce the balance! Put your spare dollar or change in 
our wishing well!  Thank you! Your Board of Trustees   
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East Entrance ïMarch donations by week:  
03/02       $91.01 
03/09  $2,100.00 
03/16       $85.00 
03/23     $100.00 
03/30  $TBD  
March check to reduce principal is:             $TBD 
 
Beginning 1/01/2024 Loan Balance:         $42,483.51 
 
Weekly Donations (as of 03/23/25):          $21,105.16  
Monthly Principal P&I since 1/1/24            $5,807.59 
SUBTOTAL                                               $26,912.75 
 
NEW 03/23/25 Principal Balance           $15,570.76 
 

Thank you for your  
generous tithing and  
donations. 
If you would like to make a 
donation, please use your 
smartphoneôs camera app to 
scan the QR code.   
Thank you for your interest in 
supporting the work of  
New Hope UMC! 

άΚΚΚΚ



Chair Yoga & Fitness 
Every Monday and Wednesday at 9:30 a.m. 

This is a gentle yoga & fitness that is done while you are seated on 
a chair.  
Itôs a 30-45 minute session. The instructors are from Youtube  
videos.   

Please meet in the Fellowship Hall.  No fee!  

Sleeping Mats/Loom 

 

Plan to meet every 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month! 

 

On Thursdays, April 3rd & 17th at 1pm, we will meet 
to work on the mat.  

 

If you want to learn how to work on the mat, please join us!  

 

Questions, contact Glenna Ross, glenna625@hotmail.com or  
515-321-3010. 
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Our confirmation youth helped with our delayed Ash Wednesday service and our BLAST group prepared and 
served a pancake supper for the congregation.  
Thank you to the congregation for your support of the youth and their involvement in worship at New Hope!  

Our 5th mat 
was completed 
on March 26th! 
Thank you all 
for your time 
and work! Join 
us in April!! 

ñApril é hath put a spirit of youth in everything.ò ðWilliam Shakespeare 
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From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he had to go to Jerusalem and suffer many 
things from the elders, chief priests, and legal experts, and that he had to be killed and raised on the 
third day. Then Peter took hold of Jesus and, scolding him, began to correct him: ñGod forbid, Lord! 
This wonôt happen to you.ò But he turned to Peter and said, ñGet behind me, Satan. You are a stone 
that could make me stumble, for you are not thinking Godôs thoughts but human thoughts.ò   
- Matthew 16:21-23 CEB 
 
One of the best parts of Lent is conviction. God calls us out when we want the story to be  
different. We want Jesus to be the Savior we want to see and not the sacrificial one, the one who  
humbles himself for us, who suffers for us, and who gives everything for us. Our idea of God can 
make us grab hold of our Lord and say, "No! Don't do it your way! I don't like that!"   
 
Expecting God to be our Creation instead of vice versa gets us into a bit of trouble. I can't count how 
often this temptation strikes me like it did Peter. There is a part of us who wants to tell God, "Love 
this person, not that one, punish this person, not me, or do it my way, not yours." That is Peter's flaw 
in the moment of this scripture. He is tempted by his fear and anger to demand action from God.   
Only, that is not how God works. God demands that we accept Christ's nature, not just affirm ours.   
 
Is there a way that you are challenging Christ today, insisting that the way that God is working is not 
right because it is different than you want it to be? Are you angry about the nature of God? Is God too 
sacrificial? Is God too forgiving? Is God too loving? Is God too much of what we are not and it is 
causing stress and friction for you? Think on Peter today.  
 
In the reading immediately preceding this, Peter is declared the rock upon which Christ's church will 
be built. In this section, moments later, Peter is called a stone that could make Jesus stumble. In a  
moment, Lent comes to Peter.  He was gloating and suddenly realizes that he celebrated too soon.   
He is trying to trip up God, trying to force God to be something outside of Good, outside of Savior 
and instead in the realm of selfish or perhaps even humanity's minion.   
 
Jesus' response is perfection.  Peter, you are wrong and tempting me just as Satan did in the  
wilderness. God will not be moved.   
 
I have prayed much this Lent for God to make me the right kind of stone. No matter who we are, we 
can all fall into the trap of Peter. Instead of making demands of God, though, may we put our efforts 
into proclaiming Christ so that we can be the firm rock God calls us to instead of the stumbling block 
of this reading.  Trust in God to be the wise and sacrificial God of grace who cannot be moved. 
 
Yours in Christ,  Pastor Amy 
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April 2025 

Sunday morning services are:  
9:00, 10:00 and 11:00 

 

Nursery at 10:00 

SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY   WEDNESDAY   THURSDAY   FRIDAY   SATURDAY 

  1 
9:30a, Al-Anon, R.Chapel 
Noon, AA, R.Chapel 

2  9:30 Chair Yoga & Fitness 
 
5:30p, Praise band practice 
6:15p, Choir practice 

 

TGIW / BLAST ~ 
6:00-6:30 Meal Served 
6:30-7:30 Activities 
7:30-8:00  Handbells 

3 
1p, Mat weaving 
 
 
6:30p, Worship Design Mtg 
 
7:00p, Bible Study at Bannyôs 
 
 

4 5 
Celebration of Life for Paulette 
Wood 
10a, Visitation 
11a, Service 

6    5th Sunday in Lent 
Holy Communion 
8:45-11a, Blood Pressures 
 
 
 
6-7:30p, Confirmation 
7-7:30p,  Mentors  

7  Church Office closed 
 
9:30 Chair Yoga & Fitness 
 
1p, Lenten Prayer, Ruby 
Chapel 
 
7:00p, Trustees Mtg 

8 
9:30a, Al-Anon, R.Chapel 
Noon, AA, R.Chapel 

 
 
6:30p, SPRC Mtg 

9  9:30 Chair Yoga & Fitness 
 

5:30p, Praise band practice 
6:15p, Choir practice 

 

TGIW / BLAST ~ 
6:00-6:30 Meal Served 
6:30-7:30 Activities 
7:30-8:00  Handbells 

10 
 
8:30a-4p, Confirmation Tour 
of Faith 

11 12 
8:30a, Veterans Breakfast 
 
2p (sharp), Community Easter 
Egg Hunt 

13  Palm Sunday 
10a, Remi & Rowan 
Hellekson baptisms 
Brooke Mericle & Tyler 
Hellekson, new members 
 
 
7p Scouts (Jackie) 

14  Church Office closed 
 
9:30 Chair Yoga & Fitness 
 
1p, Lenten Prayer, Ruby 
Chapel 
 
3p, Hand of Luke 

15  9:30a, Al-Anon, R.Chapel 
Noon, AA, R.Chapel 
 
 
 
6:30p, Finance Mtg. 
 
7:00p, Stroke Club, F.Hall 

16  9:30 Chair Yoga & 
Fitness 
 

5:30p, Praise band practice 
6:15p, Choir practice 

 

TGIW / BLAST ~ 
6:00-6:30 Meal Served 
6:30-7:30 Activities 
7:30-8:00  Handbells 

17  Maundy Thursday 
9:30a, United Women in 
Faith 
 
1p, Mat weaving 
 
6p, Maundy Thurs meal, 
worship, service project at 
Walnut Hills UMC 

18  Good Friday 
 
Noon, Good Friday service at 
New Hope 
 
7p, Good Friday Cantata @ 
WDSM UMC 

19 
9am till Finish, Campus clean 
up 

20  Easter Sunday 

 

10a, Sunday School Easter 
Celebration for children of 
all ages 
 

21  Church Office closed 
 
9:30 Chair Yoga & Fitness 
 
 

22 
9:30a, Al-Anon, R.Chapel 
Noon, AA, R.Chapel 
 
 
4:30p, Fresh Start meal 
 

23  99:30 Chair Yoga & 
Fitness 
 

5:30p, Praise band practice 
6:15p, Choir practice 

 

TGIW / BLAST ~ 
6:00-6:30 Meal Served 
6:30-7:30 Activities 
7:30-8:00  Handbells 

 24   May LINK deadline 
 
 
6:30p, Administrative Council  

25    
9a, Needlers at church 
 
 

26 
9a, Leadership/2034 Meeting 
 
10a- 1p, Ruby Chapel  
reserved (Sharon Smith) 

27  Camp Sunday 
Handbells perform at all 3 
services 
 
2p-6p, Confirmation  
workshop 

28  Church Office closed 
 
9:30 Chair Yoga & Fitness 
 
2p, Matthew Bible Study @ 
Christ UMC 

29 
9:30a, Al-Anon, R.Chapel 
Noon, AA, R.Chapel 

30   9:30 Chair Yoga & 
Fitness 
 

5:30p, Praise band practice 
6:15p, Choir practice 

 

TGIW / BLAST ~ 
6:00-6:30 Meal Served 
6:30-7:30 Activities 
7:30-8:00  Handbells 

   

If you see that your name is not listed, please 

call the church office at 278-2097, or email 

at nhfamily@newhopedsm.org, so we can 

update our files. 

ñMay Godôs many blessings, be yours the year through.ò 

 

 

13:  Tony & Tracy Hoffman 

22:  Jack & Janet Habick 

30:  Dan & Mona Kirkpatrick 

м Tavian Carnahan 

2 Kirk Dickey, Bob Harter,                

Marilyn Goodrich 

3 Patrice Webber 

4 Caroline Miller 

7 Lorelai Roff, Bob Soards 

8 Kate Lichter 

9 Bhanu Moses 

мн Tanner Rowland 

13 Paul Herring 

16 Joe Robinson 

17 Peyton Henry 

18 Audrey Cossa 

20    Nan Stubbs 

21 Melinda Parker 

22 Amarachi Ukabiala, Ashlynn 

Riley, Hudson Kasper 

23 Kathy Crees, Wade 

Breitsprecher 

24 Caleb Christensen 

25 Julie McClain, Jayme Mau 

26    Macy Berry 

28 Ellie Roquet,                         

Charlotte Kealhofer      

3ÐÒÉÎÇÔÉÍÅȟ ÎÅ× ÌÉÆÅȟ  ÒÅÓÕÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÈÏÐÅȢ 'ÏÄȟ ÈÅÌÐ ÍÅ ÈÏÌÄ ÏÎÔÏ ÁÎ %ÁÓÔÅÒ ÆÏÃÕÓ ÁÌÌ ÓÅÁÓÏÎ ÌÏÎÇȢ  
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Church Staff 
Pastor:  Amy Johnson 
Associate Pastor:  Wendy Zadeh 
Office Administrator:  Nancy Monthei 
Children & Youth Ministries Coord.:  Jackie Johnson 
Director of Music:  Preshia Paulding 
Nursery Attendants:  Kris Wakeman, Brianna Johnson, 
Sarah Sahlin, Emma Sandquist 
 

E-mail Information 
Church address:  nhfamily@newhopedsm.org 
Pastor Amy Johnson: amy@newhopedsm.org 
Pastor Wendy Zadeh: wendy@newhopedsm.org 
Nancy Monthei: nancy@newhopedsm.org 
Jackie Johnson: jackie@newhopedsm.org 
Preshia Paulding: preshia@newhopedsm.org 
 

Find Us ~ 4525 Beaver Avenue, Des Moines, IA  50310   
(515) 278-2097   www.newhopedsm.org 
Find us on facebook! 
The LINK newsletter is a monthly publication. 
Editor:  Nancy Monthei; Reporters:  New Hope Church  
family.  Please contact the church office at 515-278-2097 if 
you have a change in address or would like to be taken off 
the LINK mailing list. 

Sunday Morning Worship Services 
9:00 & 11:00:  Traditional Services in the    
Sanctuary 
10:00:  Contemporary Service in the Neil Cross 

              Family Life Center 
We continue to offer the Sunday morning Parking Lot Radio 
Feed and also the Pre-Recorded Worship Services that can be 
found on the church Facebook page.   


